“WIMESTS of atomic and hydrogen 
~ weapons not only hold the world 
in the grip of constant anxiety, but are 
(and in future will be still more) a 
hazard to the health of humanity.” 


This statement was not made by Bertrand 
Russell, but by LV. Kurchatov in an intro- 
duction to a booklet entitled Soviet ScuNT- 
ISTS ON THE DANGER OF Nuctrar Testis 
which was published by an official Soviet 
publishing house in Moscow in 1960, and 
contains articles by eminent nuclear scignt- 
ists and physicists in the Sovict Union. 


Che opening article by A. V. Lebedinsky, 
Corresponding Member of the USSR 
Academy of Medical Sciences, begins: 

“In tts firm and consistent struggle for 
peace, the Soviet Union invariably takes 
the stand of complete and unconditional 
prohibition of tests of nuclear and 
thermonuclear weapons.” 


Vhe article ends with an indictment of 
apologists for nuclear testing in the USA. 
“The apologists of continued nuclear 
testing have no. scientific arguments 10 
justify their stand. Their stand ts 
open propaganda for the arms race, the 
whipping up of a war hysteria and at- 
tempts to justify the long-since bankrupt 
‘power politics’... . Attempts to justify 
nuclear bomb tests are doomed.” 


In the Soviet Union in 1960 tests are 
dangerous, in 196] they are not; however, 
in Britain tests have just become really 
hazardous after years of radioactivity being 
well below the danger level, though Mr. 
Macmillan is at pains to point out that some 
tests are more dangerous than others, 


* 


In the US, Soviet tests cannot be as 
dangerous as all that because the US is 
probably going 10 increase the Jevel of 
radioactivity, 


So far as our politicians are concerned 
fests are only dangerous when the bombs 
are Russian bombs, and then only certain 
Russian bombs. 

The language of double talk is a familiar 
feature of the Cald War, although occasion- 
ally its absurdity is highlighted, as when a 
junior Conservative Minister justified naval 
visits to South Africa on the grounds that 
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they were necessary to safeguard the “ free 
world 


However, the use of meaningless cliches 
and self nghteous condemnation is not con- 
fined to the realm of power politics. 


Lack af concern for people and for 
realities is apparent in many aspects of our 
society. One important cxample is the way 
in which the Establishment consistently tries 
to Create an image of strikes, especially un- 
olficial strikes, as the work of a few wicked 
agitators manipulating an unthinking mass 
to the detriment of the country. 


* 


Recently a Conservative MP, Mr. 
Gresham Cooke, was reported in The Times 
to have said that- 


if Britain continued to have industrial 
troubles which held up exports to the tune 
of millions of pounds, then Parliament 
should not stand aside any longer. 
would mean having a legislative code 
governing relations between employers 
and employees. 


Of course Mr. Gresham Cooke's pure 
and patriotic concern for Britain’s economy 
reluctantly led him to think that “a legis- 
lative code” (Jet’s not be so crude as to call 
it strike breaking machinery) might be 
necessary. The fact that he is a director of 
Rootes, which is suffering from a strike now 
in its eleventh week, is quite coincidental, 
and so is the fact that he might be able to 
preserve more of his profits by imprisoning 
“apitators ” who start a strike. 


But Mr. Cooke’s remarks are not pom- 
pous and hypocritical simply because his 
personal] profits are involved. They reflect an 
incredible lack of contact with reality. The 
Rootes strike started on September 4 and 
was called because the men at Acton Jearned 
that 300 were abom te be laid off. The 
1,000 Acton workers came out on strike and 
a very large majority of them are still, at 
the time of writing, on strike until the 
management promises to take back the full 
thousand. 


Because the strike at Acton disrupted 
production at other Rootes firms in Coven- 
try, Luton and Dunstable, on October 16 
Rootes dismissed 8,000 employees at these 
firms. Jn justifying their stand the Kootes 
family (Lord Rootes, brother Reginald and 
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son Geollrey) claimed they were combating 
“industrial anarchy. They accused Com- 
munist and/or Trotskyist agitators of 
deliberately fomenting the Acton strike 
and spoke darkly about a sinister leaflet 
which saw the strike as a first step towards 
workers’ control of the motor industry. 


One of the most disturbing features of 
these strikes is the attitude of many’ ollicial 
union leaders. Of the four unions involved 
at Acton only one declared the strike 
official, The other three ordered their men 
back to work and Mr, Carron of the AEU 
remarked after the 8,000 other Rootes men 
had been dismissed, “ We did all we pos- 
sibly could to get our workers to go back. 
If the people at Acton have decided not 10 
work any more for Rootes, then that's that. 
It is only tragic that so many other people 
lose their pay.” 


It is not coincidence that the Union 
leaders who adopt an Establishment. line 
towards unofficial strikes by their members 
are equally reactionary in their views on 
foreign policy, ‘The mentality that sees a 
Communist agitator behind every strike is 
the mentality that sees Communist subver- 
sion behind every popular resistance move- 
ment, that juggles with Conference votes and 
justifies this in the name of democracy. 
When the AEU decided to voie both ways 
at the 1960 TUC (in spite of the unilateralist 
vote registered at the annual conference and 
confirmed by the national committee) Mr. 
Carron explained «thar “although — the 
national committee is the duly appointed 
body for democratically determining Union 
policy, it is not necessarily representative of 
opinion among the Union’s one million 
menibers.” 


* 


Mr. Carron gets interested in the demo- 
cracy of his Union in much the same way 
Mr. Khrushchev gets interested in the 
danger of tests; when it suits his personal 
ends. Probably Mr. Gresham Cooke cites 
the illegality of strikes in the Soviet Union 
as a sign of totalitarianism. 


Whether Mr. Carron os Mr. Cooke or 
Mr. Macmillian are talking about unoflicial 
strikes or nuclear weapons there is a similar- 
ity about their underlying attitudes. Emrys 
Hughes suggested Mr. Macmillan should be 
embalmed in the House of Lords, and 
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listening to the string of platitudes the Prime 
Minister manages to produce it is diflicult 
to believe sometimes he is alive at all. And 
this quality of deadness pervades official 
pronouncements and routine denunciations 
of Communist agitators or imperialist war 
mongers, and the moral verbiage used to 
wrap up every issue, 


In this world of propaganda words 
usually mean the opposite of what they 
really describe, so South Africa is part of 
the “free world ”, the Hungarian rising 
was organised by “ fascists”, and we are all 
stockpiling nuclear bombs for “ peace.” In 
this world reality never seems to break 
through, the reality of people dying of 
leukaemia or cancer, of children born de- 
formed, or the reality of being spied on, 
imprisoned and tortured, the reality of 
being insulted, of not having cnough to eat 
or anywhere to live, the reality of losing a 
job. The men who organise for nuclear 
war, prop up authoritarian regimes, become 
directors of powerful firms or otherwise 
support the status quo are usually remote 
from the victims of their policies. The 
victims of unjust or inhuman policies are 
conveniently forgotten in a few resounding 
clichés. 

* 


This lack of contact with the reality of 
anxiety, humiliation and suffering also 
means a lack of contact with joy and dignity 
and courage. This propaganda conditioning 
spreads to the mass media who tend not 
only to put across the politica] Cold War 
propaganda but to produce a canned type 
of entertainment so that everything gets 
glamourised or sentimentalised or distorted 
or dismissed. So when they are faced with 
real people taking important action they 
don’t know how to deal with it. 

A recent TV programme about civil 
disobedience, for example, took a casual 
look at the Committee of 100, the suffra- 
getttes, the Indian independence movement, 
the Hunger Marchers, Mosley, the South 
African resistance and the Freedom Rides. 
It was hard to believe the announcer had 
the slightest conception of what any of these 
movements were about. [n contrast Martin 
Luther King and Robert Boft sounded 
urgent, sincere, determined — and alive. 

The Cold War and oflicial conformism 
have also smothered intellectual and creative 
work in the Soviet Union— though in a 
somewhat different way —- and the reactions 
to Pasternak show what,a threat creative 
imagination and integrity are to propaganda. 

Vhe way in which governments and vested 
interests systematically deceive their pcople, 
and very often themselves as well, is ono 
of the main reasons the Cold War and 
dictatorships are maintained. Once people 
grasp intellectually and emotionally what is 
really going on they begin to become 
“ dangerous”. Everyone who exposes fraud 
and hypocrisy is also attacking preparations 
for war and the suppression of freedom. 


a ra 


Programme includes Science for Life (premiere of Friends Peace Committee film 
directed to science scholars); Language of Faces (Pentagon vigil, etc. awarded Gold 
Medal, Bergamo, 1961); Polaris Action; Let My People Go (apartheid); The Unfor- 
gotten (Congo); We Are the Lambeth Boys (teenage behaviour); All Quiet on the 
Western Front (excerpt), and from America we are promised the first film version 


of the San Francisco to Moscow March. 


If you are planning a local film show you cannot afford to miss this opportunity 
of seeing new films on the issues of rhe day, 
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J MEETINGS 

* "ARE YOU WORRIED about Berlin? ” Come to 
the Peace Congress aud help to ‘ Make Britain a 
Power for Peace", St. Pancras Towa Hall, Navem- 
her 25, 2 to S pam, und November 26, 14 a.m, to 
S pan, Speakers include Prof. Uernal; W. Jones; 
Prof, Burhop; G. Schailer; visitors and delegates 
welcome, Nritish Peace Conmmitiee, 94° Charlotte 
St. W.l. dee 3s. 6d. 


HAZAAR—Buny your Xinas presents from the fine 
display of goods feam many countries, St. Pancras 
Towa fall, 2 pan. to & pou, Saturday, November 
25. Writish Peace Committee. 


CHRISTIANS, SHOW your dedication to the 
cause of unilateral auclear disarmament by participat- 
ing in an Act of Witness, Trafalgar Square, 2 p.m. 
fo 4 p.m, Sunday, November 19. Half -hourty Bible 
seadingy will alternate with silent prayer for which 
we shall kaect, whatever the weather. 


‘A CHRISTIAN CONTRIBUTION " — Special 
meeting ia) connectiun with (he National Peace 
Congreia (St. Puocras Town Hali, November 25-26) 
ta be field in the Friends Meeting Blouse, 7 p.m. 
November 24. Writioh Peace Committee, 74 Charlotte 
Street, W.I. 


LT.COL, PATRICK LORT PHILLIES will speak 
ga the Befence of Britain at a Public Meeting ut 
King's Elall, Sevenoaks, on Friday, November 24 at 
8 pam. Orgunised by Sevenoaks CN, 22) The 
Driye, Sevenoaks, Rent, 


LISTENING MEETINGS. Lecture/ Demonstrations 
by Dr. Rachel Plancy. Sevenoakai Corawall Hall, 
The Drive, 7.30 p.m. Tues., Nov. 21. Norbury: The 
Library, Heatrice Ave., 7.30 p.m. Mon., Nov, 27. 
St. Albana: Court House, 7.30 p.us. Thurs., Nov. 30. 
Homfoerd : The Luurie Hall, Murket Place, 7.30 p.m. 
Vhurs., Dec. 21. Coventry Friends Meeting Mouse, 
Vill Se, 7-45 pam, Mon, Dee. 4. Purther tixtares 
pending. Al enquiries to Dr, RR. Pinney, 443 
‘“lham Ril., S.W.10. FLA 7008 (not Wed.), mesnages 
KEN 2223. 


MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE at Peace News 
offices, seat 10-40, very reasonuble charges, re- 
freshment facilities, piano. Apply The Warden, 5 
Caleduniaa Rd., King’s Crow, Loadon, N.1. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


PAX HOUSE offers you individual attention, com- 
fort, vegetarian and non-vegetarian food. H and C. 
Centrally situated, within casy reach of sea. 17 
Molville Rd. Tel. HOVE 70945. 


PEACE SERVICE 


3.30 p.m., Sunday, November 19 
Peace News, 5 Caledonian Rd., King’s Cross 


Discourse, Antony Bates 
Tea, questions, discussion 


“1 renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another” 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 

the basis of the Peace Pledge Union, 

Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 

6 Endsleigh Street 


London, W.C.1 


Love eame 


PERSONAL. 


AFTFPR 30 YEARS of misery I found the way to 
telieve catarrh. My method is the result of many 
years’ research, and it is moat successful. Jd. stamp 
for details: S. R. Underwood (Peace), 176 Regent 
Court, Sheffield 6. 


DUPLICATING, 
(tapes, etc.), translating. 
field Road, London, N11. &NTFerprise 3324. 


HYPNOSIS. Consultant treats nervous condi- 
tions, disarders, personal habits and problems! G. 
Stocker, MBHA, 14 Belsize Crescent, Hampstead, 
NW.3 SWhiss Cottage 4904. 


iF YOU SHOP at a Co-op., please give this 
number when making your next purchase : 1336943 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by 
the Sccretary, Peace News, S Caledonian Rd, 
fondon, N1 


INTERNATIONA] CHRISTMAS WEEK at 
Friendship House, Ruckeburg, Germany. Tee £6. 
Iestivities, excursions, discussions on peace activities. 
Africans, Asians, Americans, Europeans all apply to 
A. Brocklehurst, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.l. Tet: 
EUStan 3667. 


MAKE FRIENDS ANYWHERE—opposite _ sex 
(17-70). S.A.E. for details, Personal Column Ltd., 
Falcon House, Burnley, I.ancs 


MPET INTERESTING PEOPLE through informal 


verbatim shorthand, typing 
Mabel Eyles, 10 Beacons- 


hospitality of the Marriage Club Both London 
and country members invited. Mrs. Prue White, 
14 Parliameat Hill, London, N.W.3 


NORMAN HOUSE offers opportunities in London 
and elsewhere to married couples or single men far 
residential work with men released from imprison- 
ment. Degrees, diplomas, or ability to read and 
write, less important than ability to develop friendly 
and sympathetic relationships, and capacity for 
understanding. Insight, initiative or otherwise, essen- 
tial, Pull particulars from: Merfyn Turner, 24 
Harberton Road, London, N.19. 


PRACE NEWS AND HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
welcome visitors 930 to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday, 
to 1 p.m. on Saturday Voluntary work always 
available Peace literature, books of all kinda, 
personal-commercial stationery, greetings cards, etc., 


“THE WORID LEAGUE Against Vivisection 
and For the Protection of Animals,"’ opposes all 
emelty and violence. Details from 5S North View, 
S.W.19. 


LIFERATURE 


BRITAIN’S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKLY— 
vigorous, forthright and consistently against war— 
the ‘‘ Socialist Leader.’ Indispensable to members 
of the PPU who want up-to-date information of 
home and world politics. Threepence weekly. Ob- 
lainable from your newsagent or from 48 Dundaa 


St.. Glasgow, C.1., and 6 Endsleigh St., London, 
W.C.1. 
THE WUMANIST is the journal of Scientific 


Humanism (monthly Is.. Specimen copy free, with 
Bertrand Russell's ‘‘ Faith of a Rationalist and 
booklet “' Living with Reality “‘. RoPLA. (Dept. PN), 
40 Drury Lane, London, W.C.2 


LIBRARIRS bought: 
affairs. RIV. 6807. 
W.6 


ORDER all 


politics, economics, world 
The Hammersmith Bookshop, 


your books from Hlousmans Book- 
shop Profits on gales help Peace News. 5 Cale- 
donian Road, King's Cross, London, N.1. 

“ PORTS! UNPUBLISHED? KBREAKTHRU."” To- 
morrow’s Verse Completely New Co-operative 
Venture. Ken Geering, Densbarn, Lindfieid, Sussex. 

“CPHE WORLD BELONGS TO ALL illustrated 


letters about families and individuals in China. by 
Liso Elung-Ying and Derek Hryan, 2s. 6d. post free: 


Bryan, 85 Holden Rd... N.12. ‘* A’ Special smal! 
delight ""—'' The Friend "*. 
SITUATIONS VACANT 

INTERTYPE OPERATOR required (LTS). Part 

Pacifist work. Good wages. Box Na. 32. 
FOR SALE 

BIRTHDAY SUBSCRIPTIONS — Solve the present 

problem your friends a subscription to 


by givin 
Peace News Hight weeka’ introductory postal sub- 
scription 2s. 6d Birthday Card 6d. extra. Subscrip- 
tion Dept., Peace News, 5, Caledonian Rd., King's 
Cross, London, N.t 


SUCCESSFUL MEETINGS NFED BOOKSTALLS 
Up-to-date selections of books and pamphlets sup- 


Grv: sale Hed ay sale on ae "for meetings of all 
a : ia nds ousmans Beokshop, the Peace News book- 
WANTED IN MANCHESTER urgently Room s;C¢ . ‘ 
Tao ACER PRINEccil, West Conmnnitives off (00% (Ride peal 5 Caledonian Koad. King's Cross, London. 
Royal (Liverpout) 2282. ACCOMMODATIO ; 
WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL welcomes papicin iabos cla We isi Maa ot" 
aifta of foreign stamps. Please tenc io WRI, 88 FULLY EQUIPPED BEDSITTER and kitchen. 
Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex Use of bathroom, separate electric meter, Suburban 
WEDNESDAY EVENING WORK PARTIES at) service to Charing Cross. Suit business lady or 
Peace News Office, everyone welcome, free-for-all teacher, Write: Charlwood, 89 Pinnacle Till, 
discussion. 5 Caledonian Rd., King's Cross. Hexieyheath 
CTW TILL MUL TTTLLLI TLGae ML Leoo TLL cen coc aan eR a 
ee LONDON, W.C.2.2 24 p.m. Trafalgar Square. 
ol  SCOCDristian =Witness  ** Kneel-dawn Prayer and 


Sen’ “s to arrive first post Monday. Include 
Date, TOWN, Yime, Place (hall, street); nature of 
event, speakers, organisers (and secretary's address) 


Kriday. November 17 


BIRMINGHAM: 7.30 p.m. The Arden Hotel, 
New St. Committee of 100 Supporters’ Mig. All 
Midland supporters weleome; further details—Simon 
Hurdley, 4 Pakenham Rd., Birmingham 15. 


SOUTHEND: 7.45 p.m. Labour Hall, Boston Ave. 
Joho Horner. CNP. 
Saturday, November 18 


LONDON, E.Ii.: 630 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hse., 
Bush Rd., Wanstead. Film performance, featuring 
“(The Extra Day "' and full supporting programme. 
PPU. 


Sunday, November 19 
LONDON, N.t: 3.30 p.m. Peace News, 5 Cale- 


donian Rd., King's X. Peace Service; discourse, 
Antony Bates. Yea, questions, discussion. 
LONDON, N.16.1 3 p.m. Friends Mtg. Hisc., 


Yoakley Rd. 
YCND. 


Hugh Brock—* Civil Disobedience " 


down at Christmas 


Love all lovely, Love Divine 


Yes, indeed, And to us in Britain the fact brings warmth and joy. 


But warmth and Joy are unknown to those two million destitute souls 
locked in Algerian Regroupment Camps. Innocent victims of a cruel war. 
Most are old people and children under 12 years of age. Hunger, disease and 


desth are constant companions this Christmas. 


children have died in these camps. 


Since 1958 over 180,000 


As we approach the Festive Season, and glory in its joy, can we not 
share a little of our comfort with these hungry people? As our children 
delight in opening their eyes to feast on the overflowing stockings, so will 
the eyes of camp children open to the angulsh of another bitter hungry day. 
Maybe alf they will have to eat on Christmas Day are acorns and stew made 


fram grass and grass roots. 


Dare we ask the Christ Child to share our lives and homes and still be 
unaware of his presence in these camps? Day by day and night by night 
He sces both them and us. We In our joy-—they in their misery. Surely, as 
he watches the hungry, only one word fails from His lips— 


INASMUCH 


Your gift to save life, will be welcomed whether it is smalt or large by 


The Hon. Treasurer, Rt. Hon. James Griffiths MP 
War on Want 9, Madeley Road, London, W.5 


Please don't let Christmas pass without 2 collection in your home or at 


work. A Carol Party ? 


Special Christmas Cards 6s. per dozen, post free 


Bible readings. 

OXFORD: 12 noon, St. 
Oxford Committee of 100, 
Monday, November 20 
BIRMINGHAM: 8 p.m. 221 Vicarage Rd., Kings 
Heath. Mig. of Kings Ileath & Cotteridge PPU. 
LONDON, N.6.: 8 p.m. Co-operative Hall, 276 
Archway Rd. The Rev. Paul Oestreicher: ‘ Bertin 
and Peace“. All welcome. Highgate CND. 
LONDON, §.W.10. 8 pom. 457 Fulham 
Group Discussion, “' The Power of 
Action". Led by Dennis Gould. Cttee. of 100. 
LONDON, W.8.: 8 p.m. Kensington Central 
Library, Campden Hill Rd. ‘* Economic decentralis- 
ation and workers’ control.” Colin Ward. Admission 
is. 6d., Seminar on Non-violence. Comniittee of 100. 
LONDON, W.C.11 6.30 pm. 6 Endsleigh St. 
J. Alien Skinner : *‘ Current Affairs ''. Refreshments 

60 p.m. PPU 
LONDON, W.C.2.; 4 p.m. to 9.30 a.m. Trafalgar 
Sq., Steps of St. Martin's. Silent prayer vigil. 
SEVENOAKS; 7.30 p.m. Cornwall Hail, The 
Drive. Lecture-demonstration by Dr, Rachel Pinney. 
Tuesday, November 21 


S.W.16.: 7.30 p.m. The Library, 
Lecture-demonstration by Dr. Rachel 


Giles. Public Forum. 


Road. 
Non-violent 


LONDON, 
Beatrice Ave. 
Pinney. 

Thursday, November 23 

LONDON, N.W.3.1 8 p.m. 47 Netherhall Gdns. 
(Plat 7). Ronald Simpson: ‘' Non-violence and the 
Trade Union Movement.” PPU 


Friday, November 24 
GRANGE O SANDS: 7.30 p.n 
grepational School, Kent's Bank Rd. 


Grange Con- 
Stuart Morris: 


“Solving the German Froblem " Grange Peace 
Group, 
Saturday, November 25 
LONDON, N.W.E: 2.30-8.0 p.m. Friends Hse., 
Euston Rd. Film Viewing Session; recent filma on 


disarmament, apartheid, Congo, ete., and the first 
film version of the San Francisco to Moscow march. 
Admission 2s. 6d., tea lu. 6d. from Friends Peace 
Committee, Sok. 


‘Tuesday. November 28 


LONDON, W.C.1: 7.15 p.m, 6 Endsleigh St. All 
PPU members welcome, ondon Area PPU. 
Weduesday, November 29 
NEWCASTLE: 5.30 p.m, St. Thomas’ Church, 


** Christians Under the Bomb.” A 
CND Christian Group. 

Friduy, December ft 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE : 7.0 p.m. Connaught 

Hall, Blackett St. Crisis; Women's Meeting, Is.— 


CND. 
Friday, December 8 
HOUNSLOW: &.0 p.m. Town Hall, Treaty Rd. 
eer! Martin on The American-European march. 
CNDb. 
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Every week: ! 


SATURDAYS 

BIRMINGHAM: General Poat Office, Victoria 
Sq. Peace News selHng, 2-5 p.m. Volunteera please 
‘phone HAR 2362. 

LONDGN, W.11: Golborne Rd, off Portovella 
Market, north oad Peace Bookstall in Market. 
10 am.-S pm.  Uelpers for two-hour shifts are 
needod. Apply to the Secretary, BAY 2086, or 
Organiser, PLA 7905. Porchester PPU 

GLASGOW : 8.15 p.m. Qucens Park Gates, Vic- 
toria Kd. Open-air mectiag 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


rene is Gakley Sg. NW.1.  Week-end 
work campa take place wlicaever possible. "Ph 
BUS Dla Work for Seais eecticaal of ihe ca 


Barras Bridge. 
United Servige. 


munity. 
FRHURSDAYS 


LONDON, E.11: & p.m. Friands Mtg. He., Rusk 
Rd. (near Greeg Maen), E.10 and E.1) Group PPU. 
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With interest? 


yYUR friends the 
; Quakers, as everybody 


Bol now knows, have been 
a V0 ) left ai farge sum of 
PN money, Tt is always 
‘A pleasant) ¢o hear of 
FUND money passing into the 
VATEST hands of people who 
oo ———— will want to use it for 
the general weal rather 

than the personal flourish; but friends 
who are not Quakers may be surprised 
fo learn that within the Society of 
Friends the legacy is being widely and 
vigorously discussed, with some dif- 


ferences of altitude. 

Quakers are apt to be forthright people, 
and their expressions, though amiable, 
aan be somewhat forceful. Many of them 
are worried at the prospect of the money 
being salted away for the sake of the 
interest, at a time when there Is an 
embarrassing choice of manners in which 
it could be spent. 

While wishing to be helpful, we on PN 
ranmot resist recording our relief that we 
are spared such a dilemma, ‘Phe cash in 
our coffers does not tic there long enough 
to gather interest, and we are bold 
enough to believe (hat though we spend 
furiously, we spend positively. Our 
difficulty lics in another direction, 

Our difficulty, in fact, lies in getting the 
cash into the coffers in the first place. As 
you will see from the figures below, some 
of you have thrown in’ your mites 
famously. We assure you solemnly that 
if you had not done so, we would have 
been seriously impeded. Those of you 
with mites not yet cast will, we know, be 
casting them soon. 

There are many Quakers concerned with 
this paper, both in the writing and the 
reading, and the problem of what to do 
with the legacy will be followed with 
interest—not bankers’ interest, but the 
other kind. 

Meantime, for your relief, much thanks. 


JACK SHEPHERD 


Nov. 3: £54 Ss. 5d. 
£1,310 13s. 10d. 


Contributions since 
Total since Feb. |: 
(Anon. £5.) 


Please make cheques, etc., payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peuce 


News, 5 Caledonian Rd., London, N.1. 


Get PEACE NEWS every Friday 


Place an order with your 
NEWSAGENT today 


DOCUMENTARY FILM 


Shadow over 
the World 


Monday, November 20, 8 p.m. 


Admission free; all welcome 


Socialist Party of Gt. Britain 
52 Clapham High Street, $.W.4 


JUST PUBLISHED 


The Uphill Way 


by 
G. COLIN FAWCETT 


A Quaker comment on 
“The Valley of Decision" 
addressed to the International Dept. 
of the British Council of Churches 


Price Is. 6d. from 


Friends Peace Committee 


Friends House, Euston Rd., N.W.1 


ACTION 
IN 
NORWAY 


Egil Magne Hovdenak 


reports from Oslo 


ry 
‘% 


MSE day after” the Soviet “* super- 
bomb” was detonated a ° funeral 
procession with) burning torches 
and black flags went to the Soviet 
Embassy in Oslo. Over one hundred 
people took part primarily youths. 
The march was arranged by Action 
for Nuclear Disarmament, which 
earlier in the evening had also ar- 
ranged a Jengthy march in Oslo in 
order to underline the appeals which 


had been sent to the Norwegian 
Government. [These appeals de- 
manded that Norway take — the 


initialive In geting nuclear weapons 
and tests declared contrary to Inter- 
national Law. 

Giroups of four with placards were posted 
at several places around town ino order 
(o distribute Icaflets which contained our 
appeal to the Government. One hundred 
thousand copies of this leaflet were 
printed and they are now being distri- 
buted) throughout) the country. dhe 
levflet’s text concludes with an appeal 
to the public to write to their local MP 
sO as to support and encourage them to 
go in completely for action 10 put an 
end to the nuclear arms race and to get 
nuclear weapons declared iflegal. 

‘The demonstrations in Norway haven't had 
large numbers of participants, but there 
has been constant activity —particularly 
since the tests were taken up again on 
September 1. Action for Nuclear Dis- 
armament has as its principle spontaneous 
reaction, in order to sharpen the effect of 
the protest, whenever events make this 
seem necessary. The police have at all 
times demonstrated good will towards us, 
and we have not found it necessary to 
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arrange illegal demonstrations. For the 
time being we have decided to keep this 
possibility in reserve in case our Govern- 
ment should choose a course which we 
cannot accept. 

demonstrations 


which Action 
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their appeal for a test ban for the The Norwegian sit-down outside the 


children’s sake to the ambassador fhim- 
sell’, 


‘Phe Norwegian Academic Sociely (Student: 


ersamfunn) arranged a protest meeting at 
the University Square. We expected a 


The Norwegian Action for Nuclear Disarmament has built up a 

group of about S550 contacts in Oslo. They are notified of denion- 

strations by telephone or post. Che group is at the mament led by 
eight people of which the author of this article is one. 


for Nuclear Disarmament has carried out 

since the revival of nuclear testing are: 

September b; March to Soviet Embassy 
and presentation of a protest docu- 
ment. Immediately afterwards a tele- 
gram was sent to President Kennedy 
with a serious appeal that the USA 
must not take up the tests. 

September 16; A standing demonstra- 
tion at Government Headquarters for 
six hours. An appeal was presented 
which = requested the = Norwegian 
Government to take the initiative in 
international assemblies and with the 
Eastern. and the Western blocs for 
Negotiations, test stoppage, and han- 
ning of nuclear weapons. 

20,000 leaflets were distributed in the 
streets. The leaflet contained ihe ap- 
peal to the Government, information 
about Action for Nuclear Disarm- 
ament, some quotations, an announce- 


ment al our photographic exhibi- 
lion about the eflects of atomic 
Weapons, and an invitation to take 


part in a demonstration march to the 
cimbassies the next day. 

September 17; A symbolic peace mareh 
between Last and West went between 
the Soviey Union's and the USA's 
Eimbassies. This was the largest march 
this Aatumn. 700-800 people took 
part and many more gathered for a 
meeting at the Stortorget Square after- 
wards. 

October U3 and 14: Placard watches at 
$2-13 places in Oslo. $0,000 leattets 
about radio-activity were passed out. 
fhe leaflets were perforated so that 
the lower part could be filled out and 
sent or taken personally to the Soviet 
Embassy as a protest against the tests 
Thonsands accepted this invitation. 

October 34: Similar telegrams to 
Khrushchev and Kennedy with a 
strong appeal to halt all nuclear tests 
were sent the night before the “ super 
bomb ” caploded. After the explosion 
we had a “funeral procession” and a 
demunstration march as mentioned 
curlier : 

there has been a stream of 

protests fram) many parts, both from 
organisations and individuals. Astrid 

Wollnick, a Norwegian participant in 

the American-—European march, lasted 

for live days outside the Soviet Bimibassy. 

Two other mothers took their children 

to the Saviet Embassy and presented 


mass Meeting but not more than a thou- 
sind) people tumed up. Daybladet-—a 
Inass-circulation Oslo daily —was certain- 
ly, though unfortunately, correct when it 
wrote after this necting " ( will take a 
lot more than SO-megatons for Ola 
Norwegian to be moved from his easy- 
chair”, 


the pressure of opinion certainly played its 


part in getting the Norwegian Parliament 
ta send a very strong pratast to the USSR. 
After the weak reaction from the Govern 
ment, we found this encouraging. This 
protest should alsa act upon the West's 
consideration of muclear tests, “This seems 
to make certain circles extremely angry, 
as demonstrated by the very conservative 
paper Aforgenbladet's lead article on 
Noveniber |: 


“Ten thousand people in this country are 


hehd in a state of alarm which is directed 
towards tuctear weapons, large and small 
Woonly this alarm can be whipped up 
strongly enough it will become politically 
impossibly to take nuclear weapons inte 
use in Norway's defence, even in extreme 
desperation, This is precisely what they 
want. 


By this the paper points out what ts prob 


ably the main reason that the press offen 
boycotts our demoustrations. "They are 
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We, however, 


Soviet Embussy in Oslo. About 300- 
400 people, nnaialy students, took 
part following the Russians’ wn- 
nouncement of their infention to 
explode a SO0-megaton bomb. 

quick 10 Use such  eapressions — as 
“hysteria, “stile of alarm”, ete, al- 
though they certainly must be aware that 
we aren't the reason the world his pone 
mad and as tiled with fear. They won't 
give us pubhecity, thereby helping to 
strengthen our movement, because they 
know that next time we will protest just 
as culagorically against Western nuclear 
tests. They are well aware of our basic 
Principles and standpoint. fendencigs tae 
wards annoyanee and “ tcllow-triveller 
temiarks have ulso been weaker and even 
less convincing than this Spring. 


Lately many piper have been quite busy 


irying t mininuse the dangers of radto- 
active falbout Even the lease suspicions 
people must be left with the ancomfart 
able feching that the papers are conscious: 
ly trying to prepare us for the possibility 
that the Americans will Uke up testing 
when the Kusstais are through, We must 
Hot protest against Westera fallout... ! 
prepare ourselves for the 
future: we knew that if the Western 
Powers also fake up atmaspheric teste 
this will result in a dangerous arms race. 
We must prevent this, and therefare nuust 
never tet up in aur work gimed towards 
Infucneing our owe auhoribes ia the 
direction of neotintiong and recene 
ciation, 


Poople’s attitude is niuch inere positive to- 


wards the protest action than it was this 
Spring. Many more have faced up te the 
seriousness OF the situation, 
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MPHE General Elections in Greece 
took place on October 29. | arrived 
in Athens on October 27 and stayed 
in Greece until October 54. Three 
political parties were engaged in the 
Elections: the National Redical 
Union (the Right-wing Government 
Party); the Centre Union (the Liberal 
Party); and PAME, the Left-wing 
alliance which includes the United 
Democratic Left and the National 
Agrarian Party. The Right-wing 
collected rather more than halt of 
the total votes cast, the Centre got 
about 34 per cent and PAME 15 per 
cent, 

My observations convinced me that 
democracy in the British sense of the 
word does not exist in Greece. Mr. 
Papandreou, the veteran leader of 
the Centre Union, made this state- 
ment after the election: “ We do not 
recognise the Government as legiti- 
mate. Its parlianentary majority is 
not the result of the expression of 
the free will of the people but the 
product of violence, fraud and 
bribery.” From what | saw during 
my visit and was able to verify 
personally, the Liberal leader was 
certainly not overstating the facts. 


* 


On the day of my arrival in Athens, 
Stefanos Velthemitis, aged 24, was shot 
in Salonica while distributing PAME 
Jeaflets and died from his wounds, This 
was not the only death that took place 
during the Llections and arising from the 
Flections, 


In Athens, T saw Mr, Argyrapoulos, a 


MR, MARCUS LIPTON is Labour Member 
of Parliament for Brixton, He has sat in 
the House of Commons since 1945, 


THE GREEK ELECTIONS 


Widespread intimidation 


and wiolence 


former Minister of Foreign Affairs, a 
venerable figure in Grck politics and 
one of the local PAME candidates. He 
was seriously injured at the beginning of 
his election campaign and still bore many 
visible signs of the maltreatment he bad 
suffered. Mr. Manolis Glezos, a hero of 
the Cireek national resistance during the 
war, at preset a political prisoner in the 
Aegina prison, was a candidate in Athens 
and got the highest number of votes of 
any other candidate in any of the three 
parties. Bemg a political prisoner, he will 
not be allowed to take his seat in the new 
Parliament. 


* 


In order to get an accurate picture of the 
Right-wing campaign of violence and 
intimidation, 1 went to the rural areas in 
Northern Greece, not far from Salonica. 
In Edhessa, | met the two Iocal PAME 
candidates on Polling Day, Mr, Kostis 
Vsigaras and Mr. Evanghelos Pezos, both 
deputies in the last Parliament. It was 
easy to see that they had both been 
beaten up, and this is what they told me. 
They started their election campaign on 
October 12 in the village of Skydra, one 
of many small villages in their scattered 
rural constituency. ‘Uheir hired car was 
stopped by four Government supporters. 
On alighting from the car, they were 
knocked down and kicked while on the 
ground. As a result, they had to spend 
three days in bed to recover from their 
injuries. From then onwards, they found 
it impossible to hire cars or drivers who 
not unnaturally did not want to be 


beaten up as well, or have their cars 
damaged by Right-wing thugs. For this 
reason the candidates had been unable 
to tour their constituency at all during 
the election campaign, 


{ met other PAME candidates at Salonica. 


By 
Marcus Lipton, MP 


One was Mrs. Stavroula Custopoulos, 
wife of a former Minister of Health, She 
was violently assaulted by Government 
supporters in Triandria on October 13. 
Another was Mr. Demetre Keltenilides, 
a former deputy who had been physically 
attacked in Neappolonia during his elec- 
tion campaign. Both these candidates 
still bore visible signs of the injuries they 
had suffered 


* 


PAME supporters, as well as condidates, 


were also savagely treated. | was taken 
to the Papachristos clinic in Salonica on 
Polling Day. There in bed | saw Mr. 
Athanassion Phrangos, aged 51. On the 
day before the Poll he went to the village 
of Nigrita to see about polling arrange- 
ments and make preparations for the day 
of the Poll. He was set upon by some 
half dozen Government supporters, one 
of whom he recognised as a well-known 
member of the Government Party in the 
village. He was hit with stones, one of 
his eyes was heavily bruised and ribs 
injured. His doctor has told him that it 


will take about three weeks to recover 
from his injuries. 


The cases 1 have quoted are but a few of 
the many examples of violence and wide- 
spread intimidation that characterised the 
recent clections in Greece, ‘Ihey were 
deliberately instigated by the Government 
Party. In fact, secret instructions to 
Right-wing Government supporters setting 
out and advocating terrorist methods came 
into the hands of opposition leaders and 
were published in Athens on September 
16 last by four deputies of the last 
Parliament. 


* 


remains to be seen what action will be 
taken by the new Government against 
petsons charged with vivlence against 
opposition candidates and = their sup- 
porters. I understand that the opposition 
Parties are collecting a complete dossier 
of all the acts of violence and intimida- 
tion that took place during the recent 
elections and that they intend to challenge 
the Government on this issue as soon as 
the new Parliament reassembles. 


I 


_— 


The Relief Commitice of the League for 
Democracy in Greece is organising from 
London assistance for Greek political 
prisoners. Names and addresses of the 
prisoners, to whom Christmas Cards and 
gifts may be sent, are available from the 
League at 376 Gray's Inn Road, London, 
WC. (TERminus 7714). Some 2,000 
people are in exile or prison, some for as 
long as 17 years, 
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Arrests in Ghana 

R. SIMON DOMBO, Parliamentary 

leader of the United Party Opposition 
in Ghana, told reporters on Monday after 
being presented to the Queen that the num- 
ber of arrests totalled 1,000, made up of 
roughly half United Party members and half 
supporters of the Government Convention 
People’s Party. 

There had been so many arrests in 
Kumasi, he said, that the prisoners were 
too crowded to sleep, though some had been 
sent to outlying prisons. ‘The police had 
told them that the arrests had nothing to 
do with the security arrangements for the 
Queen’s visit. 

He thought the country’s future was dark: 
“Things in Ghana are unpredictable ”. 


Sanctions at UN 

FANE. UN special political committee on 
Monday night recommended sanctions 
against South Africa, and consideration of 
the country’s expulsion from the United 
Nations. Neither vote was expected to be 
endorsed by the General Assembly. 

VYhe (03-member political commitice gave 
overwhelining approval to a separate re- 
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solution that would have the Assembly urge 
all states to “ take such separate and collec- 
tive action as is open to them in conformity 
with the Charter” to bring about an 
abandonment of apartheid, Britain and the 
United States were among those who ab- 
stained from voting. 


Acute malnutrition 


JZETWEEN 300,000,000) and 500,000,000 

people in the world are suffering 
from acute malnutrition, and another 
1,000,000,000 from various degrees of mal- 
nutrition. 

This was announced in Rome on Monday 
by Mr. 8. R. Sen, Director-General of the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, 
who said that a study prepared by the FAO 
Statistics division confirmed this. Tle was 
describing the background to the organi- 
sation’s “Freedom From Hunger" cam- 
paign. 

A. different survey conducted by the US 
Department of Agriculture had established, 
he said, that only one-third of the world's 
population could be regarded as adequately 
fed, and the remaining two-thirds were 
“undernourished, The growth of papu- 
lation continued unabated and was exerting 
increasing pressure on resources of food. 


* 


Some 22 tons of guns and assorted weapons 
seized by New York police while arrest- 
ing criminals in recent years have been 
dumped into the Atlantic. 

The British Government cannot promise 
time for a House of Commons debate on 
Civil Defence, Mr. Macleod stated on 
November 9. He added that such a sub- 
ject was “suitable for private members’ 
time”. 

In euse of nuclear fall-out what is the best 
thing to de? A four-man team of archi- 
tects im Oxnard, California, after an 
inspection of the new thick-walled, 
windowless, concrete prison in that city 
Tecommended going to jail, : 


THIS IS YOUR WORLD _ 


The US Commissioner of Education, Dr. 


Sterling McMurrin, said last Sunday that 
under the pressure of the threat to the 
nation’s security a disturbing number of 
Americans were being seduced by the 
idea that some form of Fascism is a 
necessary weapon against Communism. 
They seemed to be formulating what 
could become a major onslaught upon the 
very principle of intellectual freedom. He 
thought these Americans were confused 
as well as misguided. 


Siate aid for H-bomb shelters up to £9 per 


occupant is requested by Governor 
Rockefeller of New York. Schools and 
other institutions would receive this 
amount for each person the shelter was 
designed to accommodate. The stated 
purpose of the programme is to save 
millions of lives, help to thwart the plan 
and purpose of the Communists for 
world domination and further the cause 
of peace everywhere. 


Job reservation as an apartheid policy was 


attacked by the president of the South 
African Federated Chamber of Industries, 
Mr. Leslie Lulofs, speaking at a con- 
vention in Johannesburg on November 8. 
We described it as a “ vicious system”. 


An appeal to the nuclear Powers to refrain 


from further test explosions pending the 
conclusion of a test ban treaty, was passed 
by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations on November 6, by 71 votes to 
20, with nine abstentions. The opposition 
came from the US, Britain, France, and 
USSR with the Communist bloc countries, 


President Kennedy said at a press confer- 


ence on November 8 that the US must 
resume nuclear testing in the atmosphere 
should the evaluation of the Soviet tests 
show that the present American lead is 
threatened. 


The Hallan Censorship Commission has 


dexcribed the much publicised film about 


conscientious objection as an indirect 
form of instigation to break the law in 
a way that would influence others to do 
so. 

The US Strategic Air Command has ex- 
ploded its H-bomber flights system in the 
Atlantic and Arctic regions over the past 
two weeks. The B52 bombers, which are 
believed to be carrying two 25-megaton 
bombs each, are refuctled in the air by 
tankers based in Spain. 

“A houx and an illusion” is the way Mr. 
Gerard Piel, owner of the Scientific 
American, described the US shelter pro- 
gramme. He said this development “places 
our lives in jeopardy ”. 

A twelfth stay of execution was granted 
last Saturday to Howard Stickney half an 
hour before he was due to be electrocuted 


eke USA for a murder committed in 


People engaged in “defence” in Britain 
number 1,750,000, claimed Mr. Robson 
at the recent World Parliament Associ- 
ation conference. Given disarmament, he 
said, these could be absorbed in industry 
at the rate of 350,000 per year over five 
years, 
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The politics of direct action 


JF it be true that the future of politics 

belongs not to parliamentary but to 
direct action we are required to define 
what is meant by both these terms and 
give grounds for saying why the second 
must supersede the first. Wishful 
thinking has nothing to do with the 
Cause, 

Parliamentary or electoral politics con- 
sists of the business of electing Members of 
Parliament or local Councillors so that they 
may be entrusted with the functions of 
legislating and government and be pertodi- 
cally accountable for their deeds. Ino the 
nature of the case this kind of politics is 
the special responsibility of the few; the 
majority have but to register their vote al 
set intervals and in the interim to maintain 
skeletal electoral machinery in readiness for 
the next call upon its employment, 

Parhamentary government was originally 
based upon representation of propertied 
interests detined by the limited franchise of 
the rural freeholder and the urban freeman. 
It was the means whereby the new rulers, 
the gentry: and merchants, gave constitu- 
tional embodiment to a form of state 
different in substance to that of govern- 
ment by royal prerogative. ‘This parlia- 
mentary sovercignty, however, was not 
established by Parliament but by (he New 
Model Army acting in ils name. Con- 
stituent design followed in the wake of 
direct revolutionary action. 

It was over two hundred years later that 
representative government was transformed 
into parliamentary democracy by universal 
franchise. ‘This achievement did nothing 
to alter the fact that Parliament, of its 
nature, could be nothing but the instrument 
of the few governing the many. 

In face of the complexity of modem 
political economy the few have been 
obliged to extend the machinery of control 
without permitting it to face the sanctions 
of democracy-—thus the proliferation of the 
Civil Service, the Armed Forces and police; 
and Oxbridge. 

‘The new state structure built largely 
under the stress of two world wars (when 
constitutional precedents tend to pass un- 
noticed) and composed of people fiterally 
related to those who make up the govern- 
ment of industry and finance, is now of 
vast proportions and wholly beyond the 
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effective control of Members of Parliament. 
Something vestigial is retained at Question 
for 


‘Hine, and, the rest, Members are 
allowed te go through the motions ol 
government. 


Vhe Cabinet, in consultation with other 
Yop People, take the political decisions. 
Ihe whole massive machinery of state Is at 
thetr disposal. Vhe clected representatives 
of the people are kept in line by the party 
whips, the prospects of pelf and the desire 
for security, ie, getting back next time. 
In face of the ever increasing complexity of 
modern government the all-purpose MP 
moves further and further into the cold and 
is reduced to writing stalling letters ta his 


mutices and Governors) the Cuture belongs 
fo the staff meeting, the professional con- 
ference of subject teachers and a new level 
of political consciousness and organisation 
—all this in view of the infinite possibilities 
of educational science in) an- incipiently 
classless society. 

Caven that every industy, service and 
profession is looked at in a similar way it 
follows that the answers to the question 
“What next?” will be as variable as the 
variety of the conditions themselves. We 
have to start from where we are now, and 
see the genesis of the future in present non- 
eliteist forms of organisation rather than to 
utter slogans about workers’ control and 


By PETER CADOGAN 


constituents, waiting for the division bellworkers’ councils (never defined) and leave 


und acting as a very well paid gunle to the 
antiquities of the Palace of Westminster. 

Under the conditions of state capitalism 
parliamentary democracy slowly grinds to 
a halt and the prospect becomes one ol 
choice between tryranny dressed up as 
Parliament and real democracy by direct 
action. The choice is not of our making, it 
is necessitated by circumstances. 


* 


‘the Bomb is the symbol and highest ex- 
pression of the new tyranny of the state. 
The military alliance is its handmaiden. The 
nation-state has given way to the inter- 
national power-political block and in its 
name the self-determination of peoples has 
been traduced. ‘The Russian and American 
empires by their several methods are 
attempting the conquest of the self-same 
world, Since this is manifestly impossible 
we are bound soon to reach the point 
where things can no longer continue in the 
old way. When we reach that point we 
shall either have to break out of the im- 
Perial dilemma by concerted international 
mass action or consent to being blown to 
Pieces, 

Direct action is a theory and practice of 
politics that envisages the active partici- 
pation of the overwhelming majority in the 
making and implementing of _ political 
decisions. It is the negation of any cliteist 
theory or practice. It starts from the propo- 
sition that the ordinary mortal has  intel- 
ligence and imagination and that collective 
wisdom, critically and democratically de- 
veloped, is both more humane and more 


efficient than any “enlightenment” that 
proceeds from on high. 
* 

Direct action is concerned with ideas; 


and they should be judged by results, In 
any situation the first task is always to 
identify the problem, to ask the right 
question and then to proceed by experi- 
mental investigation 10 work out the 
answer. (Currently a vast amount of time 
and energy has been wasted on irrelevant 
or unimportant qnestions such as “ Who 
do we want in place of Mr. Gaitskell ? ” 
Once the nature of Parliament is under- 
stood, this question, and any answer to it, 
can have no more than the peripheral 
significance of Parliament itself.) 

Direct action assumes the possibility of a 
make-it-yourself political fulure common to 
us all. ‘The embryonic elements of ity eon- 
struction are all around us. Jn the past 
these elements have been regarded ag an- 
cillary to parliamentary politics. In future 
the position is to be reversed, “Phe ad hoc 
body, the voluntary association, the func- 
tional decentralised unit democratically con- 
ducted these are legion and are the germs 
of the direct democracy of the future, In 
the centre of the new scherne of things is 
politically conscious rank und file trade 
unionism and professionalism, 

Iuis for each of us to study the decision- 
making methods that at present relate to 
his own particular and specialised form ef 
work and spheres of interest and activity. 
In the teaching profession, for cxample, it 
is apparent that whereas in the past 
decisions have always been taken by Heads, 
Chief Education Qilicers, the Minister and 
the Treasury (with the usual ritual acknow- 
ledgments ta Parliament, Education Com- 


itoat that 

What ts the central unifying factor that 
kives cohesion and eifectiveness to decen- 
tralised direct action? There can be only 
one answer—the issue of war and peace. 
ft is na aceident that it is over the threat 
of World War HEP that the most striking 
new expressions of direct action have been 
worked out,  Aldermastons LIV were 
revolutionary by their implications, ‘They 
were the first decisive steps away from 
parhamentarianism and the subsequent steps 
leading to the Committee of 100 have arisen 
as further imaginative responses to inter- 
national necessity cunceived in terms of 
direct action. From moral protest to mass 
opposition; from there to non-violent civil 
disobedience; and from that) to mass 
sovereignty the take-over. This would 
seem to be the historical order, 

Given this case, and central (a its develop- 
ment, is the creation of a new party of 
direct action, the party of the non-violent 
revolution. The ditference between this 
party and the Committee of 100--with 
which it ought not fo be involved in any 
necessary contradiction—is that whereas the 
Committee of 100 is concerned simply with 
the Bomb and its more immediate ramific- 
ations the party's terms of reference are as 
wide as the whole of sacicty, 

foday every departinent of English life 


is starvedl of new itnaginative ideas. Yer at 
the same time there are any number of 
isolated individuals and) groups who are 
“joaded” with inspiration. [tis the basiness 
of the mew paity to see that they get 1o- 
gether, work things out, devise new ways 
of putting thein across, test responses and 
make sell-activity decisively meaningful, 
it follows from the propositians made so 
far that the new distinguishing negative 
feature of the new party will he simple 
vuough -it will not, as a party, contest any 
clections, But insofar as elections wall cane 
linve to have marginal significance and until 
such fine as direct democracy itself) ts 
mature, members of the new party will, i 
they so please, contest clections as members 
of the old) electoral parties. But these 
parties, not the new one, will do all the 
electoral work, ‘This selves the problem 
of possible conflict wih the Labour Party. 
it will not amse except in so far as Right- 
wing Jeaders will fect the very ship ol 
reformist politics sinking beneath their feet! 


* 


flow to proceed in practice?) Clearly the 
multiplication of small experimental grotips 
all over the cauntry is the first requirement. 
Decentralisation has ta be in the very nature 
of the new party’s origins. 

As to group method, the starting: point 
arises naturally from the theory. Since we 
are not governed, except tuhenwise, by our 
elected representatives the important break 
with the past is mer to send deputations to 
Westminster ar ia Town Hall commiliges 
under the inipression that power rests where 
it does not—but rather to Jocate the real 
source of power, the place and people tes- 
ponsible for real decision making, and divect 
attention there. This is direct action. When 
thase who possess and use powers al 
decision are faced by peaple and units of 
the new party armed with highly developed 
critical and creative powers und backed by 
mass organisation, then we shall be wit- 
Hessing new politics and be on the verge 
of achieving man’s political destiny, the 
redundancy of political functions themselves. 
The state is on the way oillewe have (to 
show it the door, 


THE LEPER 


WHEN YOU PULL YOUR SHOES OFF TONIGHT have a look at 


your feet. Have you any toes left 


Then look at the photo. 
Any grumble you have about 
your ache will die in your 
throat. You may even want 
to help us. 


Lepers who tose part of a 
foot can be fitted with surgi- 
caf sandals for 15s. a pair. 


With sandals they can get 
about and work. Without 
them they rat in the shade 
of unemployment. 


just think. Far 15s. a poor 
unfortunate leper can have 
movement and happiness. 


Please search your heart 
and then please send. Your 
gift, great or small, will be 
received with yratitude by 
the Hon. Treasurer : 


Re. Hon. James Griffiths, BLP. 


WAR ON WANT 


LONDON, W:5. 


Christnas Cards 6s. per dozen, pust free. A Grengp effart nerve GRHATLV. 


A Carol farty? 
free time 


Generous danars cover aur covts. Devoted warkers give 
Your gift goes direct withant deduction. 
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[N October 1955, The Progressive 
magazine published a discussion of 
Speak Truth To Power, the Ameri- 
can Quaker pamphlet seeking an 
alternative to violence. In the course 
of replying to their critics, two of 
the pamphlet’s authors, Steve Cary 
and Bob Pickus, wrote: 

“If a military-oriented policy pro- 
duces a crisis, it is just as illogical to 
expect the pacifist to have an answer 
as it is to blame the Defence Depart- 
ment for having no answer to an in- 
vasion that followed in the wake of a 
pacifist policy.” 

‘That statement has always bothered me, for 
it reflects the assumption that pacifist 
contributions to specific conflict situa- 
tions are entirely limited by the number 
of pacifists around. it assumes that, at 
best, pucifists must act as a minority 
political force to influence public opinion 
within nations, Further, that statement 
appears to justify the continued belief 
that pacifists should not be expected to 
play a significan: intellectuat role, or to 
take responsibility for direct action when 
international crises arise. 


* 

It seems to me that we have postponed 
such responsibilities long enough. We 
need to recognise the realities of tragic 
situations and to bear witness to values 
that are not shared by governments. But 
we have no grounds for rationalising sub- 
mission 10 historical tragedy without 
making every effort to incorporate these 
values in action at a time of profound 
crisis. 
The idea of organised non-violent action 
ig poorly understood within pacifist 
groups; therefore they use such action tn 
a limited fashion. The consequences of 
confusion about the political relevance 
of non-violence are two-fold: superficial 
understanding and usage are proliferating 
outside peace circles and, more to the 
point, numerous occasions in which nan- 
violent action techniques might be used 
effectively are missed, . 
Many people in American peace groups 
insist that our immediate need is a 
domestic peace movement that can 
Organize mass protests against American 
military policies. The dominant tone 
within hard-core peace circles is wholly 
nationalistic, In this context, non-violent 
action is interpreted as one more tech- 
nique for expressing anti-war proless: 
The forms of non-violent action range 
from public demonstrations (picketing, 
marches) to civil disobedience by indivi- 
duals. While such actions draw both 
liberal and radical support, they have 
enough in common to highlight the cur- 
rent Jimitations imposed on the theory 
and practice of non-violence. 


* 


Current non-violent action proceeds from 
the assumption that objectionable policies 
can be reversed by amassing suflicient 
numbers of protesters within a single 
nation, Consequently, Jitle thought is 
given to achicvable goals, to constructive 
policies that might substitute for policies 
that are the current focus of protests, and 
almost no consideration is devoted to 
the fact that major reversals in American 
policy alone can have disastrous effects 
unless alternative policies offer new hope 
of influencing the Soviet Union. 
Non-violent action will have to meet new 
criteria of political responsibility. ft must 
not only serve to clarify positive 
demands, but must also speak to real 
conflict situations that arise continually 
on the international scene, And it must 
prepare men to act directly to resist 
specific threats to world peace that result 
from Western or Soviet policies. 

While the organisation of a radical social 
movement is a perfectly legitimate goal 
backed by a long tradition of socialist 
polemic, it seems to me thal peace groups 
have an obligation to act responsibly in 
the absence of such a movement. 

The situation in Berlin provides a focal 
point for many of these questions. As | 
wrile, that situation has deteriorated 
rapidly, far beyond the low-point that 
followed the sealing off of the border by 


The non-violent 
defence of 
Berlin 


the East) German government. Just as 
actual warfare develops its own momen- 
tum, obscuring fundamental conflict and 
tational purpose in a process of violence 
and counter-violence, the Berlin crisis is 
once again generating a logic of its own. 
East German troops recently crossed the 


By 
Art Springer 


border and spent half an hour firing at 
Western forces and West Berliners. ‘Their 
fire was not returned. Had that act of 
aggression been met by the organised 
non-violent resistance of five or ten 
thousand people, a profound change 
might have resulted throughout the West 
and in the Communist world, But the 
Western response was one of retreat in 
a well-intentioned effort to avoid a 
direct military clash. We are making up 
for that retreat now, in the only way 
Western military forces understand. If 
the process of local mobilisation and 
counter-mobilisation continues, and hour 
by hour decision-making is transferred 
into the hands of local military com- 
manders—as it was for a time in August 
—the outbreak of World War III is a 
distinct possibility. 


* 


is not my purpose to develop a “ balance 
of blame” position, or to engage in an 
elaborate psychoanalytic altempt to ex- 
plore the “real” intentions of the 
Western or Communist blocs. Whether 
or not the Soviet Government wishes to 
“stabilise ” its position in Europe seems 
much less important than the fact that a 
minimal, negotiated détente only post- 
pones the day when we will once again 
face the need for a fundamental solution 
of Central European conflict and repeated 
Power bloc confrontations along mobil- 
ised borders. We must aim for some- 
thing more than a minimal diplomatic 
deal that solidifies the confrontation of 
heavily armed Power blocs, “ Peaceful 
co-existence" proposals avoid that prob- 
Jem completely. A profound division of 
the international community must be re- 
conciled at some point in history, and 
no détente formulas I have yet seen 
approach the Berlin crisis as an occasion 
for real reconciliation of the conflict. 


The West is justifiably uninterested in a 


Negotiated settlerment under which recog- 
nition of East Germany would Tequire us 
to entrust the security of West Berlin to 
the whims of a sovereign and hostile 
East German Government. On the other 
hand, the Soviet Union and East Ger- 
many cannot be expected to respond 
seriously to proposals that would unify 
Germany under conditions that require 
a renunciation of sovereignty by East 
Germany alone, and a probable shift in 
the balance of power that would result 
in a stronger NATO. In short, each side 
is asking the other to abandon its politi- 
cal and strategic interests. Vhe Com- 
inunists wish to create conditions under 
which they can absorb West Berlin, and 
the West prefers to absorb all of East 
Germany. Neither side is content with 
the status quo. Neither side is prepared 
to abandon its own interests. The result 
is conflict backed by mutual threats of 
force. 


There is deep reluctance to formalise the 


political status quo in Europe when all 
men who are concerned with democratic 
values are, in fact, unhappy with the 
status quo. In the present context, recog- 
nition of East Germany implies at least 
temporary abandonment of the goal of 
Political freedom in Eastern Europe. It 
appears that we must give up the last 


But it 


We must look for a means to ensure 


An American Friends 


rhetorical claims of the policy of liberat- 
ing East European countries from 
totalitarian control. ‘This the West is not 
prepared to do. 

is essential to point out that what 
was most frustrating and hypocritical 
about the Dulles policy of liberation was 
not so much its moral content, but the 
West's complete inability to execute its 
moral responsibilities to the people of 
Eastern Europe without bringing on a 
thermonuclear war. The means at hand 
were and still are entirely unsuited to the 
end in view. 


A similar problem confronted us at the 


time of the Hungarian revolt. Men 
throughout the world were sympathetic 
to the Hungarian cause, yet that concern 
found no expression in action, for our 
conception of direct action is wholly 
military. It was clear that military sup- 
port of the revolution would create a 
direct military clash with the Soviet 
Union and jead to a thermonuclear war, 
(It is still interesting to recall that Senator 
Joseph McCarthy made one of the few 
worthwhile contributions of his life at 
the time of the revolt when he suggested 
that the West send unarmed planes over 
Budapest to drop medical supplics and 
food.) The events of October-November 
1956 demonstrated the futility of main- 
taining the rhetoric of liberation without 
the means of defending freedom in 
Budapest. 


Vive years later, a similar situation presents 


itself. The conflict between recognition 
of responsibility and the absence of 
means to execute that responsibility with- 
out bringing on World War [II is once 
more a source of frustration to policy 
makers and to the American people. 


* 
access 
to West Berlin—and the recognition of 
East Germany this implies-—without being 
left in the position of old frustration 
compounded by new irresponsibility. In 
other words, the defence of free ren in 
West Berlin against any future threat of 
gradual absorption or of naked force 
necds to be achieved in a manner that is 
consistent with our own values and in a 
manner that offers real hope to millions 
of East Europeans who are living under 
totalitarian rule. We must find a way of 
executing a responsibility for democratic 
values without using armed force. We 
cannot collaborate in a negotiated 
detente, a Power bloc accommodation, a 
“stabilisation” of a totalitarian sphere 
of influence without surrendering some 
of ourselves without breaking the 
slim bond of community established by 
the March to Moscow and the larger 
bond of community that grows out of 
our political and religious traditions. and 
our own consciousness. 

{ have two propositions : 

1.The idea of non-violent action as a 
means of protest within nations must 
be supplemented by non-violent action 
as a means of defending human beings 
and democratic values in international 
conflict, 

2. Responsibility for such action cannot 
be delayed until an individual govern- 
ment adopts a policy of non-violent 
defence, That responsibility now rests 
with pacifists in many countries. This, 
in itself, is an enormous advantage, for 
it indicates that non-violent defence of 
West Berlin by an international group 
could not be interpreted ag action in 
the defence of national military inter- 
ests. Such action would be clearly 
recognisable as an expression of values 
that transcend national borders, and, by 
doing so, offer a practical meang of 
defending human beings within those 
borders. 

Service Committee 

staff member suggested one possible role 


Anothe 


for a non-violent force : volunteering to 

Operate trucks and railroad trains running 

between Helmsted; and West Berlin. It 

would tefuse to transport military sup- 
plies, or to take any action that would 

Provide grounds far the East German 

charge that access to West Berlin is mainly 

intended to offer channely for entry by 
esplonage agents of the West. Full in- 

Specuion of supplies en route to West Ber- 

lin would no longer present a point of 

conflict. 

T proposal earlier this year was that 
4 non-violent force go directly to Berlin 
to form a human barricade between forces 
at the border, 

Many more Possibilities could be defined by 
those who are thoroughly familiar with 
the details of the situation. The nub of 
this preposal is that a non-violent force 
be recruited to implement those possi- 
bilities. 

* 


A list of 5,000 individuals Prepared to par- 
ucipate in this force Should be gathered 
by peace organisations in all nations. in- 
cluding those in the Communist world. 
Vhese individuals would be asked to make 
the following commitments - 


@Agreement that a non-violent force 
could Create uw new framework. for dis- 
cussion of access to West Berlin by 
sharply delineating the issue of political 
freedom versus totalitarian absorption. 

@Agreement by all individuals to have 
their names made public. 

@Azgreement by each individual to be 
available for at least one month’s ser- 
vice if it becomes clear that there is an 
pupeuling pues to access rights that 

Wy provoke a milit- 
NTO eo military response by 

@lmmediate contribution of $25.00 by 
each Individual to SUPPort: temporary 
training centres and collecting points in 
the United States and in England 

@Asreement by all Participants to accept 
the decision-making authority of the 
U.S, Committee for Non-Violent Action 
both in advance Organisation and in 

on-the-spot action, 

The last point is NOt a presumptuous state- 
Ment at all. Ag a result of the Walk to 
Moscow, there is no Organisation in the 
Western world as Justified j 
this responsibility as the Committee for 
Non-Violent Action, and no group whose 
MOlvation would be as clear to World 
Peace Connci] groups, 

There assumptions that I make. 
A direct military attack on West Berlin 
1S Still Jess Probable than a war arising 
from Western refusal to Negotiate access 


East Germany interferes with access. Such 
# situation is quite conceivable ag | write 


West 
* 


Preservation of rail and road access to per- 
Mit passage of al} non-military supplies 
'S as essential condition of Political inde- 
Pendence for West Berlin. 

Non-violent defence of uccess 

ave a considerabje influence on West 
Berliners, who, in the final analysis, bear 
the Major portion of Tesponsibility for 
their own freedom and for a clearly de- 
fined policy of self-restraint that is essen- 
tial to the prevention of a third world 
war in this particular situation. 

Recognition of East German legal control 
Over access does not involve a betrayal 
Of satellite citizens if recognition ig made 
by men who reject the policy of liberation 
by armed force while demonstrating an- 
other method of Preserving the moral 
content of that Policy. 


rights: may 


The 


“ne Mere announcement that 5,000 people 
are prepared to lay down their lives for 
the sake of West Berlin's freedom, with- 
Out retaliation, could have a considerable 
Impact on the West’s readiness to create 
an official United Nations force that 
could, on a long-term basis, fnlfil the role 
Proposed for a temporary non-violent 
force. 


_———— 
NEW SHERWOOD SCHOOL, EPSOM 


A Ca-educational, progressive, parent- 


owned school emphasising co-operation 
rather than competition, takes day and 
boarding pupils 5 to 18. EPSOM 9619 
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Sivilarbeiderne 
Hustad Leir 
Farstad 
Norway 


Vapenfria vérnpliktiga 
Supnanas 

Gavie 1 

Sweden 


Vapenfria varnpliktiga 
5.-J.-skolan 
Revingeched, Sweden 


Vapenfria varnpliktiga 
Oskar-Fredriksborg 
Sweden 


Vapentria varnpliktiga 
Lft., Fack 50, 
Brandk4ren 
Stockhoim-Arlanda 
Sweden 


An die Mitglieder der Staatlichen 
Zivudienstgruppe, 

Bonn-Venusberg, 

Universitats-Kliniken, 

Germany 


An die Mitgheder der Staatlichen 
Zivildienstgruppe, 

Tibiagen, 

Universifats-Kliniken, 

Germany 


An die Zivildienstleistenden, 
Goddelan-Ehrfelden, 

Heil. und Phegeansialt. 

z. Hd. yon (c/o) Werner Kappler. 
Germany 


An die Zivildienstleistenden, 
Remscheid-L iittringhausen, 


z. Hd. von (c/o) Rolf Hirgensen. 
Germaty 


An die Zivildienstleistenden beim Deutschen 
Roten Kreuz, 
. Bonn-Lengsdorf, 
. DEB.-Hauptlager, Hauptstrasse, 
z. id. von (c/o) Fritz Gromping, 
‘ any 


_ An die Zavidienstitistenden beim Bayrischen 
Roten Kreuz. 
‘ Bbenhausen be ei Ingoistadt, 
© Hd. von ic} 3) Hans-Chistian Lembke, 
_) Germany 


Evang. Krankenanstalten Suftung Tannenhof, 


NORWAY — NORVEGE — NORWEGEN 


Sivilarbeiderne 

Den sivile arbeidstjeneste 
Mysen 

Norway 


SWEDEN — SUEDE — SCHWEDEN 


Vapenfria varnpliktiga 
ByGrkG 
Adelsi 
Sweden 


Vapenfria varnpliktiga 
Asbro 
Sweden 


Vapenfna varnpliktiga 
Garnisionsbrandkaren 
Boden 19, Sweden 


Vapentria varnpliktiga 
Brandstationen 

Lfv. 

Bromma i60 

Sweden 


WEST GERMANY — ALLEMAGNE L'OUEST — WEST DEUTSCHLAND 


An die Zivildienstleistenden beim Deutschen 
Roten Kreuz, 

Wolfhagen / Hessen, 

DRUK -Hilfszug, 

z. Hd. von (c/o) Eghard Miilier, 

Germany 


An die Zivildienstleistenden, 
Neuenkirchen itber Bremen-Vegesack, 
Evang. Hospital, 

z. Hd. von (c/o) Gerhard Koesling, 
Germany 


An die Zivildienstleistenden, 
Westerland /Sylt. 

Nordseeklinik, 

z. Hd. von (c/o) Erik O. Frnitzenwalder, 
Germany 


An die Zivildienstlestenden, 
Bad Hersfeld /Hessen, 
Kreiskrankenhaus, 

z. Hd. von {c/o} Klaus Cassuben, 
Germany 


An die Zivildienstleistenden, _ 
Bethel bei Bielefeld / Westfalen. 
v. Hodelschinghsche Anstalten, 
z. Hd. von {c/o} Jirden Voss, 
Germany 


An dic Mitgleder der Zivildienstgruppe der 
Nothelfergemeinschaft der Freunde, 

Frankfurt Main, 

Germany 
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PRISONERS FOR PEACE DAY 
LA JOURNEE DES PRISONNIERS POUR LA PAIX 
FRIEDENSGEFANGENEN TAG 


Ist December I décembre I Bezember 


HONOUR ROLL 
LA LISTE DHONNEUR 
EHREN LISTE 


Names and Addresses of War Resisters in Prison at Christmas-time 1961 and 
New Year 1962. 


Noms et Adresses de Résistants a la Guerre qui se trouvent en prison a Noél 196! 
et au Nouvel An 1962. 


Namen und Adressen von Kriegsgegnern, die Weihnachten 1961 und Neujahr 1962 
im Gefangnis sind. 
* Jehovah’s Witness * Témoin de Jéhovah * Zeugen Jehovahs 


FRANCE — FRANCE — FRANKREICH 


Prison Militaire, 2e Régiment, RAMA, Castres (Tarn) France 
Jean-Pierre Hemon 


Maison d’arrét, Loos ies Lille, France 
André Feret (Cellule 18, Section D) 
Luc Monnier 


Prison de Loos (Nord}, France 


* Pierre Brinio Yves Dubouch Antoine Golabeck Antheme Laurence 

Francis Cardon Albert Fasquelle * Régis Kesteloot Gérard Segard 
L’Etape, domaine de ia Trevaresse, Rognes (B.d.R.}, France 

*Charles Actis * Claude Dewitte *Edmond Micazwinski * Marc Seignobos 

* Marius Banaszek * Frédéric Diedrich * Pierre Perron * Georges Termignon 
André Biervaque * Bernard Gabel * Richard Przybylski * Michel Terray 

* Gilbert Boistard Gérard Manceau * Christian Pyveteau * Gérard Thomas 

* Daniel Cibrarion * Jean-Marie Ochenowski * Gérard Quevilly * Jean Ulliel 


Batiment A., Marseille-Mazargues, B. du R., France 
René Nazon (Cellule 2.25} 


Sanatorium de Liancourt, Liancourt (Oise), France 
Antoine Orenge 


Maison d’arrét, 18 Grande rue §t. Michel, Toulouse (Haute Garonne), France 


z 

cs 

= 

Jean Lagrave Jean Pezet # 

Eric Pot Zz 

Prison de Fresnes (Seine), France E 

Sylvain Carrel * Jean-Michel Cochard Roland Lebreton = 
Henri Cheyrouse Michel Duran M’ Ohrant aa 
~~ 

Fort du H&, Bordeaux (Gironde), France = 

Georges Cherau André Bernard = 


oe] 
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Abbaye de Tanquant, Fontevrault (Maine et Loire), France 
* Raymond Daguenet * Dominique Rezer * André Vidal 


Prison de Rennes, Bid. Jacques Cartier, Rennes (/. et V.), France 
* Robert Beugin * Jacques Celer * Joseph Fioravanzo * Jean-Paul Hoeberle 
* Jean Biglione * Jean Compte * Jean-Claude Francois * Pierre Lorenzini 
Prison de Poitiers, Poitiers, France 
* Guy Brzyszczy 
Prison des Baumettes, Marseilles (B.d.R.), France 


Valentin-Mario Colomba René Nazon 
Maison d’ Arrét, | rue Maurice Barrés, Metz (Moselle), France 
Paul Grosz * Bernard Vanbaelinghem 


Caserne Donop, Nancy, France 
Michel Hanniet 


Fort de Montluc, Lyon (Rhédne), France 
Janura Jaroslaw 


Prison de Reims, Reims, France 
* Vladislas Palucki 


Prison du Cambout, Metz (Moselle), France 
* René Philippo * Moise Vivien 


We have not been able to secure the prison addresses of the following conscientious objectors. 


Nous n’avons pu trouver les adresses des prisons des objecteurs de conscience dont les noms 
suivent. 
Leider konnten wir den Getangnisaufenthalt folgender Kriegsdienstverweigerer ausfindig machen. 
* Jean Posluszny, 17 bis Place du Champ de Foire, Limoges (Hte-Vienne) France 
Paul Actis, | rue du Tonkin, Villeurbanne, France 
Francois Chanecka, 23 rue Surcon, Bordeaux (Gironde), France 
Paul Colas-Berna, 24 rue Soleysel, Saint-Etienne (Loire), France 
* Guy Grosmann, 8 rue Hargaut, Lunéville (M. et M.), France 
* Charles Lambrecht, 4 rue Philippe Delorme, Roubaix (Nord). France 
* Lucien Latini, H.L.M. rue du Cdt Braine, Cantelonne-Villerupt (Moselle), France 
Alban Liechti, 29 rue Rousselet, Paris 7éme, France 
* Jean-Claude Mozer, 17 rue Moliére, Montreuil-sur-Seine, France 
Claude Neveu, 46 rue des Lys, Pont de Nieppe (Nord), France 
* Daniel Peter, 8 rue de lHippodrome, Villeurbanne, France 
Charles Phul, 52 Avenue du Docteur Jean, Saintes (Ch.M.), France 
Joé] Rault, 7 rue Barbés, Beaucaire (Gard), France 
* Paul Soulian, 21 rue de Fresse, Fontainebleau (S. et M.), France 


We have not been able to secure the private or prison addresses of the following conscientious 
objectors. You will, therefore, not be able to send them Christmas greetings, but you will surely 
share our opinion that the names should be given as a sign of our support. 


Nous n’avons pu trouver ni les adresses particuli¢res ni les adresses des prisons des objecteurs 
de conscience dont les noms suivent. Par conséquent vous ne pourrez leur envoyer des salutations 
pour Noél, mais vous serez sirement de notre avis qu’il faut en donner les noms en signe d’appui. 


Leider konnten wir weder die Privatadressen noch den Gefangnisaufenthalt folgender Kriegs- 
dienstverweigerer ausfindig machen. Man kann ihnen daher keine Weihnachtskarten senden;: jedoch 
sind Sie sicher damit einverstanden, dass wir thre Name als Zeichen unserer Unterstiitzung 
verodffentlichen. i 


Daniel Aucourt Benjamin Collard Christian Marenda René Rocher 
Jacques Alexandre Jean Dauvergne Georges Maufran Domingo Rodriguez 
André Badzek Claude Francois Pierre Michau Gilbert Schmitz | 

* Gérard Beaufils Robert Greard Francois Michel Robert Simeon 
Yves Bel Rodolphe Guichard Jean-Louis Moritz Jean Vendart 
Gilbert Bleveis André Guyard Edgar Nehou Claude Voisin 
André Bouaidar Pierre Guyot Jacques Nourri Claude Voron 
Michel Bourgeois René Huyh René Perez Roland Yvard 
René Bover * Gilbert Lorenzini Guy Pons Christian Fiquet 
Jean Bruet-Mochet * Yves Lorenzint Francis Renda Maxime Mignerat 


André Cesbron 


GREAT BRITAIN — GRANDE BRETAGNE — GROSSBRITANNIAN 


HM. Prison, Drake Hall, Eccleshall, Staffs. 
Hugh Bliss 
HM. Prison, Jebb Avenue, Brixton, London, §.W.2. 
George Clark 
H.M. Prison, Holloway, London, N.7 
Carol Farrow 


H.M. Prison, Wormwood Scrubbs, Du Cane Road, London, W.i2 
Robert Gould 


HOLLAND — HOLLANDE — HOLLAND 
Robert Brons, Ijsselsteomstraat 30, Amstelveen, Holland 
Henk Bok, Camstrawei 33, Firdgum (Friesland) Holland 
Piet de Heer, Driehuizen B 56, Stompetoren, Holland 
Edo Reijnders, Trompstraat 24, Oldenzaal, Holland 


SWITZERLAND — SUISSE — SCHWEIZ 
Etablissements pénitentiaires de Bochuz, Orbe, Switzerland 
André Pache 
Prison de §t. Antoine, Genéve, Switzerland 
Alain Charrotton 
Gérald Jousson, 14 Luserna, Genéve, Switzerland 


U.S.A. — ETATS-UNIS — VEREINIGTE STAATEN 
Federal Correctional Institution, Allenwood, Pa., U.S.A. 
Levi L. Herschberger 


Federal Correctional Institution, Chillicote, Ohio, U.S.A. 
Donald Bruce Reed 


Federal Correctional institution, Ashland, Kentucky, U.S.A. 
Donald Martin 


Federal Correctional Institution, Danbury, Connecticut, U.S.A. 
William Henry 


Federal Correctional Institution, Terminal Island, Calif., U.S.A. 
Stanley L. Rhodes 


BELGIUM — BELGIQUE — BELGIEN 


There are 30 conscientious objectors in prison. Their names and addresses are not known. 

Ii y a 30 objecteurs de conscience en prison. On ne connait pas leurs noms et adresses. 

Es sind 30 Kriegsdienstverweigerer im Gefangnis. Ihre Namen und Adressen sind unbekannt. 
The addresses to which collective greetings may be sent are as follows :-— 


Pour envoyer des souhaits généraux 4 tous les habitants dun camp. en peut écrire aux adresses 
suivantes :— 


Die Adressen, wohin ein gemeinschaftliche Gliickwiinsche gehen kinnen sind :— 
DENMARK — DANEMARK — DANEMARK 


Tillidsmaendene Tilidsmaendene 

Gribskovlejren Kompedelfejren 

Maarum st. Engesvang st. 

Denmark Denmark 

HOLLAND — HOLLANDE — HOLLAND 

De Raad van Gewetensbezwaarden (Bauke Kootstra) Dienstweigeraars 
Rijks Psychiatrische Inrichtingen Kamp Viedder 
Woensel, Viedder 


Eindhoven, Holland Holland 


World War U 


] HAVEN'T read A. J. P. Vaylor’s book 

Tiny ORIGINS OF THE SFCOND Wortp 
War, but [ did live through the period and 
I lived through it in Germany. I'm all for 
not accepting established ideas about 
history and certainly to put all the blame 
on Germany and the wicked Nazis is ex- 
tremely superficial and misleading, but from 
the review of it by Dr. Barnes in Peace 
News 1 feel that the book has left out what 
Hitler was trying to do. 


He certainly wanted colonies for Germany 
in Africa and considering his racial policies 
one can hardly feel that this would have 
been beneficial to that continent. 


He wanted very much to enlarge Ger- 
many and get rid of the Jews and the 
Bolshevists. His internal policy was to get 
rid of the Trades Unions and any form of 
democracy in the sense that there should be 
No niunicipal voting and no clected parha- 
ment with any rights. 


As I sce it what really happened was this. 
British and French big business and Tory 
Ciovernments encouraged the Nazis because 
they liked the idea of getting rid of the 
Trades Unions and the socialists, Also, 
they wanted the Germans ta have a go at 
the Russians because they didn’t hke Com- 
munism. However, they weren’t prepared to 
pay Hitler’s price for this which was 
colonies in Africa. Public opinion more- 
over, in Britain, France and America was 
so shocked at what the Nazis did in 
Germany and in Spain that it would have 
been impossible to support Germany in an 
attack on Russia. 


When Hitler saw this he decided to do 
a deal with the Soviet Union and attack 
the West. When the British, French and 
American Tories found that Hitler had 
made a deal with the Russians they decided 
he was a menace and declared war to 
honour their guarantee of Poland. They did 
not do this in the case of Czechoslovak ia— 
but that was before the Moscow-Berlin 
deal. 


The Russians were so afraid of a con- 
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sorted attack by Germany supported by 
Britain and France that they did the deal 
hoping to keep out of the war, We know 
what happened. 

The reason for both the First and Second 
World Wars was that the world had been 
divided up between Britain, France, Bel- 
gium, Holland, Jtaly and America, Germany, 
which became a nation far later than the 
others, but which in fact, was the greatest 
concentration of industrial power in 
Europe, being a capitalist country had to 
expand or bust. It bust, tried again, bust 
again. 

What is worrying me is that it looks 
rather as if there’s going to be a repeat-— 
which will bust us all--RIDDY YOUNG. 
DAY, 33 Park View, London, W.3, 


Women’s protest 

WAVE believe that recent: demonstrations 
Y¥ in Britain and the USA show that 
there is a place in non-violent resistance 
to war for every woman prepared to make 
some effort and sacrifice. 

Many of us are sympathetic to the Coim- 
mittee of 100 but cannot take part in sit- 
downs because we have children. We 
therefore suggest the following : 

1. Vhat we hold various kinds of demon- 

strations of women and children. 

2. That we hold vigils in support of civil 

disobedience actions, and by our presence 

underline the moral issues involved. 

3. That we wear some distinctive arm- 

band. 

4, That we form local groups to influence 

opinion and possibly carry out protests 

in our own neighbourhood and meet for 
discussion and study of non-violent 
methods of combating evil. 

§, At all demonstrations and meetings we 

Iry to arrange special facilities for 

younger children and babies, eg., tran- 

sport, places for feeding, changing, etc. 

6. Our present intention is not to cormit 

civil disobedience but to be ready to do 

this if the danger persists or even in- 
creases. 

Would those who agree with our general 
idea and are prepared to help us organise 
please send their names and addresses to us. 
We write on behalf of the women who 
marched to the Russian and US Fimbassica 
on November §.—(Mrs.) EVA LATIMER 
and (Mrs.) ANNE VOGEL, 85 Swain’s 
Lane, London, N.6. (MOU 6037). 


Action in Canada 


N attempt is being made to form a 
“™Committee of 100 or Direct Action 
Committee here in Canada, So far, after 
less than a fortnight, we have the names of 
about 20 potential members, but we have 
not formed any definite plans, 

We feel the time is ripe for the formation 
of such a committee because it is pretty 
evident that the Canadian Government is 
im process of arming its forces with US- 
made nuclear warheads, although this has 
not been officially admitted. 

Hf any of your Canadian readers are 
interested in joining or supporting the Com- 
mittee, they could contact Alfred Friend at 
423 Brunswick Ave., ‘Toronto—J. M. 
MecNAMIEE, Ajit. 2a, 197 College Street, 
Toronto 2, Canada. 


Not Promotion 


There are only about twelve officials 
working on the subject (of disarmament) in 
the Foreign Office and it is not regarded 
as promotion to be one of ihat number! If 
one-tenth of our arms expenditure were 
devoted ta disarmament studies, solutions 
to the problems that exist would be found 
and disarmament would be achieved. --#Jiv- 
forian Michael Haward, reported in’ Chris- 
tian Action Newsletter, Autumn, 1961. 


Newcastle CND meeting 


In compressing the report in the Naverher 3 
Pence News of the Newcastle CND mecting we 
indicated that Canon Collias was among the 
speakers, Our reporter had, however, informed us 
that Canon Collis was prevented by iness fram 
alteniing ‘We apologise for this errar. 
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| 
ce 
December 9, 1961 


Nation-uide non-violent resistance 
to nuclear destruction 
will take place on 
Saturday, December 9, 1961 


We shall block and immobilise 


Wethersfield (Essex) NATO bomber base 
Ruislip (Middlesex) US Air Force Headquarters 


Brive Norton (Oxford) strategic bomber base 
-— contact Oxford Committee of 100, 22 Waterperry, Oxford. 


and hold mass civil disobedience demonstrations ia 


Cardiff 
Contact: Welsh Conunittee of 100, Morel Buildings, Stuart St, 
Pier Head, Cardiff. (Vel.: Cardifl 28466.) 

Bristol Area 
Contact: West of Eagland Committee of 100, 9 Cornwallis 
Croscent, Hristol #. (Vel: Bristol 33412) 

Yorkshire 
Contact: Nerth-East Conunittec of 100, Brook Mouse, Farlington, 
York. (Tel: Stillington 364.) 

Manchester 
Contact: North-West Committee of 100, 140 Upper Parliament 
St, Liverpool & (Tel.: Royal 2282.) 

Glasgow January 13, '62 
Contact: Seortish Committee of 100, Tona Community, 214 Clyde 


St, Glasgow. (Tel.: Central 4921.) 


WILL YOU TAKE PART? 
We need 50,000 


{7} Pat my name down far Wetherstield 
{] Put my name down for Ruislip 
[_] I enclose £ : 8. d. 


NAME (niack cyrrrirs) han eee Rt a ten se 


ADDRESS 


Telephone 


Send to Caumaittes of 100, 13 Gandwin Street, London, NA. 
Uelephane > ARCHRay 1249.) 
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With the success of “The Caretaker” Pinter became accepted. Now, writes Albert Hunt, he is welcomed with un- 
critical gush. This is serious, because Pinter is an important dramatist .. . 


UDA UANUAUUCEAAAAAAACDAUAUTAADTADAAO TOTES EET eee 


A long chain of institutions 


A Handbook on Hanging, by Charles 
Dulf (Putnam, 15s.), 


DOZEN or so times a year a man 
or woman is hanged. The death of 
these persons constitutes but a minute 
portion of the bloody annals of State 
killing. Yet capital punishment is onc 
of the most cowardly forms of killing. 


Hf the relatives or friends of the murdered 
killed the murderer, their action would be 
understandable if not faudable, But this 
does not usually happen. Instead, the 
nwirderer is handed over to a long chain of 
institutions and individuals none of which 
ar whom will accept the ultimate respon- 
sibility for his execution. Mor, after all, 
the hangman is only carrying out orders; 
the prison staff are acting according to the 
instructions of the court; the judge is simply 
applying the Jaw as demanded by the 
verdict of the jury; the jury are merely 
evaluating the evidence placed before them, 
the Jaw-makers well, they are often 
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dead and = gone, and even if alive, 
how could they know that their Jaw 
would result in the death of this particular 
individual? In fact, in so far as we support 
this tortuous process, we are all murderers 
and the blood of the executed is on our 
hands. We all murder the murderer. 


* 


The need to expose this grisly farce is, 
unfortunately, sul} with us. fe is for this 
reason that opponents of capital punishment 
should welcome the re-issue of Charles 
Duil’s well-known satirical essay A HAND- 
BOOK ON HANGING, First published in 1928, 
this essay has gone through six editions and 
had the honour of being burnt by the 
Nazis. 

The usual way of presenting the case 
apainst hanging is to emphasise its horrers 
or its failure as a deterrent, or both. While 
Mr. Duff does not neglect these things, his 
blows are directed at the kidneys rather 
than the heart or head. The upholders of 
hanging may cry “Foul!” but in’ this 
instance hitting below the belt is an accept- 
able tactic. Whether it will alter their views 
is another matter, It will, however, be more 
likely to ratte thent than would a moral 
tract, 

A work of this kind docs not admit of 
adequate treatment within the confines of 
a review. Its impact on the reader must be 
direct to be effective. It will, however, be 
of interest to readers of Peace News (who, 
One assumes, are all abolitionists: members 
of the Special Hranch excepted) ta point out 
that the author is not afraid to link capital 
punishment with other aspects of our 
violence-ridden wodd. In his Entroduction 
he writes: 

“An important objection to capital 
punishment is that the Jogic of State 
killing of undesirables leads to Eichmann, 
the conveyor belts and the genociditl gas- 
chambers. Killing is killing and constant 
famihanty with it breeds contempt or 
an immunity of feeling for killing. Capital 
punishment symbolises an idea which on 
4 parallel plane can logically end in 


press-button nuclear war: to obliterate 
the undesirable enemy. But, supposing 
that the enemy can also engage in press- 
button war, what then? These things and 
their results cannot be separated from 
judicial hanging.” 


He also exposes the hypocritic#] manoev- 
ring of the Labour Government of 1945 in 
connection with the Labour Party’s previous 
abolitionist attitude. (In 1927 it) strongly 
opposed capital punishment.) Phe antics of 
the Labour leaders presented an edifying 
spectacle whieh all who look to them as 
the white hope for world peace would do 
well to contemplate, Here was a compara- 
lively minor issue on which one would have 
thought they could have stuck to their 
declared policy. ‘They did not, because it 
was not politically expedient. How, then, 
can one expect them to adhere to any 
promises regarding nuclear weapons, which 
involve major policy decisions? Whe an- 
swer is One Cannot, since the retention or 
abolition of nuclear weapons, like hanging, 
is determined nat by proclaimed principles 
but by what is politically opportune. 


bg 


‘There is one criticism of Mr. uff’s essay 
that must be made. Although he maintains 
his satirical tone throughout most of his 
work his own concern with the stupidity 
and lolly of hanging now and then comes 
to the surface and spoils the effect. Pure 
satire should be written tongue-in-cheek 
from beginning to end. George Orwell's 
ANIMAL FARM, for instance, was written in 
this way and | once heard of a Comninnist 
whe had read half the book before he 
realised that if was an attack upon his 
sacred motherland. {f only Mr, Dull could 
have kept his own humane ampulses more 
in check his purpose would have been 
better served. 

This weakness apart, however, Charles 
Dull has made a good contribution towards 
making the hangman redundant and his 
essay is one to read and to recommend. 


S. E. PARKER 


Another loo 


A I'EW weeks ago, I saw a 


new 
production of Harold Pinter’s The 


Caretaker in Birmingham. The 
production was mediocre, but just 
about adequate to get the play 
across. It was rapturously received 
by a large audience in a crowded 
theatre. Afterwards, a very cultured 
lady--a senior English teacher in a 
Grammar = School---said to me, 
“Wasn't it marvellous? Of course, 
Ive no idea what it meant’; and a 
colleague of hers asked, * What was 
that bucket supposed to represent? ” 

the success of he Caretaker only two 
years after the initial failure of The 
Birthday Party is a symptom of our 
theatre climate. Both plays are in the 
same idiom. The Birthday Party, so the 
story goes, was at first seen by only 
eleven people and Harold Hobson. The 
Carclaker was an immediate hit. Pinter 
has been accepted, and he is now wel- 
comed with the same uncritical gush that 
greeted Christopher Fry about ten years 
ago, And this is serious, because Pinter 
is an important dramatist. It’s worrying 
to think that if taste in the commercial 
theatre swings again he, too, in another 
ten years, might have to go to Holland 
to have his plays performed, 


Sheer mystification 


Pinter is usually talked of as an English 
Beckett. Or else he is related to Jonesco. 
And like Beckett and fonesco, he is an- 
nexed on various psychological / philoso- 
phical/religious levels. As someone else 
put it to me recently, “They are all, 
clearly, deeply religious men.” 

Fo talk about Pinter in this way is sheer 
mystification. Pinter does, of course, owe 
sonicthing to both fonesco and Beckett, 
but where lonesco is flabby (as in The 
Rhinoceros) Pinter is concise, and where 
Beckett aims at universals, Pinter is rooted 
in the particular. Tonesco says that the 
world is iNogical, and sets out to demon- 
strate this; but as Charles Marowitz re- 
cently pointed out, this, too, is a logical 
concept. Pinter begins, not with concepts, 
but with people. “1 start off with people, 
who have come into a particular. situ- 
ation,” he has said. “I certainly don’t 
write from any kind of abstract idea, And 
I wouldn’t know a symbol if | saw one.” 
Fhat bucket doesn’t, in fact, represent 
anything; it’s a bucket and it's there to 
catch the rain, 

What we are confronted with in Pinter is 
not an abstract philosophy but a concrete 
theatre language. It is with this language 
that we must begin if we are to respond 
to the plays. 


Opening scene 


Consider, first, the opening seene of The 
Caretaker. A man is sitting in a room. 
The room is filled with junk, and as we 
watch him his eyes wander from object 
to object. They pause at the statue of a 
KRuddha that stands on a gas stove, and 
then they are raised to a bucket that 
hangs from the ceiling. ‘The man stares 
at the audience. Presently, a door bangs 
atl-stage. Suddenly the man gets up and 
Boes out, 

The programme, but not the play, tells us 
that this man is called Mick, but this is 
only a matter of convenience. We don't 
need to know his name-- only the tramp's 
name is discussed in the play, and that 
might be either Davies or Jenkins or 
neither—or where he comes from, or who 
his father and mother were, Instead of 
giving us information, Pinter invites us 
to look at an image--the image of a man 
alone in a room. And, to paraphrase the 
French novelist, Robbe Cirillet, the image 
is neither significant nor absurd. I is 
there, 

Now take another scene, Mick is lying on 
his back in the room full of junk. The 
tramp is with him and has just been 
suggesting that, together, he and Mick 
could “get this place going.” Mich says, 
“Yes, you're quite right. ... For instance 
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at Pinter 


this room. This room you could 
have as a kitchen. Right size, nice win- 
dow, the sun comes in, I'd have... Ud 
have teal blue, copper and parchment 
finoleum squares. Vd have those colours 
te-echocd in the walls. Id olfseq the 
kitchen units with charcoal grey work- 
tops. Plenty of room for cupboards for 
the crockery. We'd have a small wall- 
cupboard, a large wallcupboard, a corner 
walleupboard with revolving shelves. You 
wouldn't be short of cupboards... .” 


Pinter has accurately caught the “ Ideal 
Hlome ” language and made out of it an 
absurd poetry (it’s the kind of thing the 
Goons at their best could de), But, more 
important, the words bump against what 
Wwe can see on the stage--the clobber, 
Mick’s imagination is caught in the world 
of the glossies-—reality consists of planks 
of wood that will never make a shed, a 
gas stove that ismt connected and a 
buckey hanging from a leaky roof. ‘The 
callision between words and objects pro- 
duces a hard, clear image. 


Complex pattern 


The Caretaker is built round such images, 
organised into an extremely complex 
pattern. “Who would live there?” asks 
Davies, and Mick says quietly, “1 would. 
My brother and me.” And the word 
“brother” brings Mick back to reality. 
“AU this junk here, it’s no good to 


anyone. [it’s just a lot of old iron, 
that’s all, Clobber. You couldn t 
make a home ont of this.” ("A 


home” is precisely what the room 1s 
for Davies, and the loss of it at the end 
becomes unbearable.) 


The clobber belongs to Aston. “ E picked it 
up,” he tells Davies. “Just keeping it 
for the time being. Thought it might 
come in handy,” He is the one who ts 
to build Mick's palace--and again every- 
ihing we see tells us that he is incapable 
of doing it. “ 1 can work with my hands, 
you see,” he explains. “That’s one thing 
t can do. I never knew I could. But 
can do all sorts of things now, with my 
hands. You know, manual things.” All 
through the play, we watch Aston poking 
at an electric plug with a screwdriver, a 
plug that he never succeeds in mending. 


Real feeling 


Just as Mick has a real feeling for his 
“ideal home”, so Aston has a feeling 
for shapes and textures, “4 cant drink 
Guinness from a thick mug,” he says. ll 
only like it out of a thin glass.” While he 
describes how the pincers were put on 
his head, he holds a plank of wood on 
his knee and smoothes it, lovingly and 
abstractedly, ‘The statue of the Buddha 
on the gas stave is clearly important to 
him, “ft quite like it, Picked it up am 
a... ina shop. Looked quite mice to 
me, Don't know why... . [Us very well 
made.” 

At the climax of the play, Pinter takes 
these images and — crystallises them. 
Davies, who has been told by Aston to 
leave, comes back and tries to persuade 
Mick to let him stay. “° What Ini saying 
is, you got ideas for this place, all this... 
all this decorating, see? .. . E tell you he 
should go back where he come from.” 

Suddenly, Mick picks up the Buddha and 
shatters it against the gas steve. “1m 
not worried about this house,” he says 
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Ke PN next week 


Alan Lovell’s monthly film cotunin 
discusses the film of Shelagh 
Delancy’s “ A ‘Taste of Honey”. 


Keith Lye contributes a profile of 
Robert Sohukwe, President of the 
Pan-Africanist Congress in South 
Africa. 

Professor Morten Lange, MP, reports 
on the progress of the new Socialist 
People’s Party in Denmark. 


‘The image is hard and true 


This 


Take, 


bitterly. “I'm not interesied. My brother 
can worry about it. fle can do it up, he 
can decorate it, he can do what he likes 
with it... He’s got his own ideas. | et 
him have them. Pm going to chuck it” 


It is as tf Pinter has been holding back the 


feeling between the two brothers and 
now allows it to be forced out of the 
fogic of the play. At this moment, Mick 
accept, that he will never have his 


Shoreditch, Acturly be lived in Ald- 
gate he used to have a pitch in 
Finsbury Park he was brought up ina 
Putney, T know quite a few people who 
were bom in Putney. -ven af they 
weren't born in Pulney they were born 
in Pulham... When Aston, poking at 
a plug, says he's good with his hands, 
the phrase becomes meaningless. But 
here the words themselves force us to 
look again at the assumptions we live by 
Pyven “What's your name?” becomics 
suspech Jenkins Bernard Jenkins. 
That's my name . I got an insurance 
card here. Look. Under the name of 
Jenkins. See? Bernard Jenkins Look, 


Albert Hunt's 


theatre column 


, 


“palace” and he also accepts that his 
brother is more important than interior 
decoration. Bot the acceptance is not 
easy. It involves the breaking of Aston’s 
duddha, 


And at this moment, Aston comes into the 


room. The two brothers stare at each 
other. Uhey are half-smiling. Mick tries 
fo say something to Aston, bur he finds 
no words, and gous out. Aston notices 
the broken Buddha, walks over to the 
bed, sits down, and starts poking at the 
electric plug. 

and it is cun- 
crete. It destroys all the easy clichés 
about “brotherly love”, and offers instead 
a human relationship that is difficult and 
complex and real. And it does so in 
terms of two human beings Jooking at 
each other and finding nothing 10 say. 


Echoed image 


image of “Jooking”™ is echoed in 
Aston’s relationship with Davies. Tt is, at 
first, a measure of Aston’s affection for 
Davies, an affection the tramp is unable 
to understand. “Listen! ” he tells Mick. 
“To wake up in the morning. ... 1 wake 
up in the morning and he's smiling at 
me! He's standing there, looking at me, 


smiling. . What the hell’s he smiling 
at? He just laoks at me and he 
smiles... ."" 


At the end of the play, as Davies pleads to 


be allowed to stay, Aston stands with his 
bach to him, looking out of the window. 
* Would you let...” Davies begs,“ , . 
would you... if | pot down... and 
Bot my. Before the curtain falts, 
there is another silence. But this time it 
is a silence of separation, not contact. The 
broken trust is communicated directly in 
yet another image -the imape of a man 
who is no longer interested even in 
looking at another man. ft is a comment! 
on Pinter’s power as a dramatist that 
Davies, who has throughout behaved 
despicably, remains here a tragic figure, 


Not ‘ committed’ 


But what is portrayed, in concrete theatre 


language, is the end of a relationship. ‘Lo 
look for symbolic “ meanings" is ta do 
violence to the purity of Pinter's imagin- 
ation, and to prevent any true response 
ta what is happening on the stage, 


And yet the plays do, inevitably, represent 


a point of view. “No, Vin not committed 
as a writer, in the normal sense,” Pinter 
has said, “either religiously or politically.” 
And commitment is, it’s true, a sloppy 
ward to use in this context. But like the 
new French novelists, whom he to sume 
extent resembles (and unlike [onesco), 
Pinter is not a conjures with a bag of 
treks. The form of his plays springs 
directly from his way of looking, And 
his way of looking is, if seems to me, 
taore iclevant to the world we live in 
than those “committed” writings of the 
Vhirtics which set out io demonstrate a 
preconceived political ideology, (ihe 
Marx Brothers, in Duck Soup, had more 
to say about dictatorship than the “ com- 
mitted” Chaplin, whose atiack on titer 
ended with the phoncy sentimentality of 
that fiual speech in The Great Dictater) 
for instance, Pinter’s assauft on 
language. “ You've got a funny kiad of 
resemblance to a blake F once knew in 


its got four stamps on it. Pour of them. 
But F can’t go along with these. ‘“Phat’s 
hot my real name, they'd find out, they'd 
have me in the tick. Pinter subjects 
language to a clinical seratiny, “Huron 
from a Pinter play to a statement like 
“Omo washes whiter” and you are 
suddenly aware of the total absurdity 
of this expensive and meaningless phrase : 
while to read a political pronouncement 
as if it were a Pinter speech (try Gait- 
skell’s latest about the H-bomb tests) is 
tO experience something approaching 
revelation, 


And Pinter’s assault is not limited to iang- 


uage. ° On the other hand, if you prefer 
10 approach it in the Jong tenm way 1 
know an insurance firm in West Han 
be pleased to handle the deal for you. 
No strings attached, open and above 
board, untarnished record; twenty per 
cent interest, filly per cent deposit; down 
payments, back payments, family allow- 
ances, bonus schemes, remission of tern 
for good behaviour, six manths lease, 
yearly examination of the relevant atch: 
ives, tua laid on, disposal of shares, 
benefit extension, compensation on ¢es- 
sation, camprehensive inderonity against 
Riot, Civil Commotion, Labour Disturb- 
ances, Storms, Tempest, “1 lainderbolt, 
Larceny or Cattle all subject to a daily 
check or double check. Of course we'd 
need a signed declaration from your 
persunal medical attendant as assurance 
that you possess the requisite flness 1a 
carry the can, won't we? Who do you 
bank with?” 


Terrifying world 


Its ridiculous, the more so since Davies, to 


whom. it is addressed, is crouching on the 
floor without his trousers. But it’s also an 
accurate image of the burcaucmiic and 
impersonal social organisation through 
which we flounder. And it belongs 10 
the world outside the roam our world 

Which becomes, in Pinter, net only 
absurd but jerrifying, 


The room is the central image of nearly all 


Pinter’s work. dt provides him with a 


title fur his first play and a setting for 


most of the others. liven when he 
ventures outside, as in a Night Que, it is 
only to diseover a world where football 
matches and parties somebow become 
sinister, 


In The Caretaker the autside is equally 


disturbing, Thera are Blacks next dour 
who might use your lavatory-their 
calour rubs off on the stairs. At Luton 


there is a monastery where they are said 
lo give you boots but greey you with 
obscenities instead. There is a man al 
Sidcup with your papers. And at the 
end of the street there is a café, only if 
you go there and talk to them thoy will 
take you away and pot pincers on your 
head. (Aston's description af what hap- 
pened (0 him in the lunatic asylum equals 
in horror some of the mast powertul 
images in Franju’s The Aeepers.) ‘The 
threat from the outside is, for the mast 
part, undefined. A critic once asked 
Pinter what his characters are afraid of, 
and he replied, “ Outside the reoay there 
is a world bearing upon them that is 
frightening, Jo ami sure it is frightening 
you and me as well... 0" Pinter faces 
that workt with an honesty that is itself 
frightening, 


And it is this honesty which, far mie, makes 


PEACE NEWS, November U7, 1961-14 


Pinter an inponant draniatist A writer 
ina recent New Left Review vefers to “a 
Pessimistic naturalism oo its loug retreat. 
np mareh vO dantasy und abstraction.” 
Nothing could be Jess abstract clan the 
concrete unages of Pinter. He refuses to 
allow ous those abstractions with which 
most of us try to make sense of our lives. 
Foam reminded of the Priest, in Cans’ 
The Outsider, who holds ap a crucifix 
and cries, “But everyone believes in 
God. Otherwise my life would make no 
sefse, Do you want my life ta make no 
sense? OE told dim,” comments Meur- 
sauft, “(hat that was no concern of mine.” 
The desire for verification,” Pinter has 
written, “is understandable but cannot 
always be sausficd. . A character on 
the stage wha can present po convincing 
argument ar indorniation as to bis past 
eapenlenes, his present behaviour or his 
‘aspirations, nov wive a comprehensive 
analysis af his motives as ax legitimate 
atl as worthy of attention as one who, 
alanaingly, can do all these things.” Phe 
key word is “alarmingly — Pinter refuses 
to accept thaf life is s6 simple thar can 
be explained away in terms of “motive” 
and" aspiration Like John Arden, 
Pitter rejects those who want to run hfe 
by the book. Such scepticum is not 
pessimistic {t is, on the contrary, an get 
af courape, the result of a dutenninatian 
to face tite without any ilusians. Ci 
we're looking tor political commitments, 
it was in thiy spirit that Camus risked his 
life in the Resistance.) 

Pinter offers no poluical salutiong and 
makes no direct political conment. But 
his vision lights up what nightnire word 
of fear and abstractions which dnds its 
concrete images in Polaris and the racket 


sites. The light is, perhaps, toa bright to 
face. Uf is much casigr to come away 
murauring, “° Yes, but what war the 


bucket supposed to represent? ” 
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Copies are still selling fast of the 

Peace News eight-page report an the 

unilateralists’ march to Mascow. We 

recommend it for distribution ta a 
wide public. 

Ful jn thly coupon und pasi ii today 


To PEACE NEWS, 
$ Caledenian Read, London, #-1, 
Send me ......... copy /eopies of 
“San Francisca to Moscow ” 
far which | enclose £ : $. d. 


Copies are Is. dozen (23s. 4d. 100) post free 
Single coples ad. (postage Gd.) 
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